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By Catherine Meeks

 A few weeks ago, when I heard that Baltimore had 
agreed to give the family of Freddie Gray $6.4 million as a 
settlement in the wrongful death suit brought against the city 
in relationship to his death from the injuries sustained while he 
was in police custody, I was amazed.

I continue to be haunted by the realization that now that 
Freddie Gray is dead, Baltimore is willing to invest in him. It 
would have been wonderful if there had been more interest 
in his well-being when he was alive. Perhaps that interest 
would have prevented him from having to live in substandard 
housing where he was exposed to lead paint, to experience 
school failure and to turn to low level crime as a way to make 
a living. 

Since lead poisoning causes a decrease in bone and 
muscle growth; poor muscle coordination; damage to the ner-
vous system, kidneys and hearing; developmental delays and 
learning difficulties along with the possibility of seizures and 
unconsciousness, it would have been good for Freddie and 
his siblings to escape having to suffer it. And they would have 
had that chance if there had been low cost affordable housing 
available for them. 

It is clear to see that the assault upon Freddie Gray’s life 
did not begin when he was stopped by the police and arrested 
on April 12, 2015. The assault began when he was born. He 
was premature and remained in the hospital for quite a while 
before he was able to be brought home. His mother did not 
feel capable of handling him and his twin sister, but had no 
choice. She was young and did not know how to read. Even-
tually she chose heroin as part of her coping strategy, which 
only made the problems worse for her and her children. When 
her children began school she was unable to help them; and 
they needed significant amounts of help, because all of them 
had been victims of lead poisoning.

If the schools had been more involved in determining 
the scope of Freddie’s educational deficits, perhaps he would 
not have been four grade levels behind in his reading and 
there might have been a way for him to move forward and 
to get closer to his grade level. The combination of not being 
able to manage school work and living in a neighborhood 
that was suffering from a lack of jobs and other means of sup-
porting its young citizens made it very easy to get into crime. 
Freddie had been arrested eighteen times before his death and 
while only one of these arrests had been related to a crime 
associated with violence, he felt that he was targeted by the 
police and that he was harassed by them.

Freddie Gray had high hopes for himself in spite of his 

Worth More 
Dead Than Alive
Reflections on Freddie Gray’s Journey

by Justice Norman S. Fletcher

The Honorable Norman S. Fletcher (Retired) served as a Jus-
tice on the Georgia Supreme Court from 1990-2005, includ-
ing a term as Presiding Justice from 1995-2001 and Chief 
Justice from 2001-2005. In May, the Southern Center for 
Human Rights presented Justice Fletcher with the Gideon’s 
Promise Award for his dedicated work for indigent defense. 
“During his investiture as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court 
of Georgia, Justice Fletcher enumerated as one of his goals 
to overhaul ‘our fragmented system of providing indigent 
defense.’  He immediately set about fulfilling this goal through 
his courageous leadership in the creation of a public defender 
system in Georgia.  Justice Fletcher continues to work to 
ensure the realization of the constitutional promise of Gideon 
v.Wainwright – that every person charged with a crime be 
zealously defended by a capable lawyer with the resources 
needed to make an adequate defense.” He retired from the 
Court on June 30, 2005. After retirement, Judge Fletcher 
made his home in Rome, Georgia where he continues to 
practice law and pursue his lifelong commitment to lay mem-
bership in the Presbyterian and more recently the Episcopal 
Church. We celebrate his change of mind and heart on the 
death penalty and give thanks for this opportunity to share his 
story of transformation. 

What a great privilege for me to share my story at the 
church that, for over 30 years, I have admired so much for its 

many ministries of outreach to the poor and downtrodden of 
this community. And to be the keynote speaker for the Geor-
gians for Alternatives to the Death Penalty Annual Mary Ruth 
Weir Dinner, where you are honoring Rev. Randy Loney and 
Rev. Ezekiel Holley and where God’s servants like Murphy 
Davis and Ed Loring are in attendance, is a most humbling 
experience for me. I thank the Board for this opportunity.

First, a few background facts with which I am certain 
that most of you are familiar. The death penalty as we know it 
today is essentially the product of two United States Supreme 
Court decisions. In the 1972 case of Furman v. Georgia, the 
Court considered a group of consolidated cases and struck 
down the death penalty in each case as unconstitutional as 
applied. The rationale of the five Justices in the majority dif-
fered, with two being of the opinion it was a violation of the 
Eighth Amendment prohibition of cruel and unusual punish-
ment, while others spoke to its inconsistency and arbitrary 
application, the racial implications, and the types of crimes 
to which it was being applied, which varied from state to 
state. Except as to the types of crimes it is applied to, those 
improper factors remain with us to this day in the thirty-one 
states that continue to have capital punishment.

Following Furman, thirty-seven states enacted new 
death penalty statutes attempting to satisfy the express con-
cerns of the Supreme Court. In 1976, the Court in Gregg v. 
Georgia upheld the Georgia procedure of having a bifurcated 
trial: first, the guilt-innocence phase, and if found guilty, the 
sentencing phase in which the same jury determined whether 
one or more statutory aggravating factors exist and, if so, 
whether any mitigating factors exist, and then setting the pen-
alty — either death or life in prison, with or without parole.

Since 1976 in various decisions, the Supreme Court has 
barred the death penalty for rape and has essentially restricted 
its use to cases where the defendant took the life of another. In 
2002, the Court held that the execution of mentally retarded 
persons violated the Eighth Amendment, but that decision 
has so far had little effect in some states, including Georgia, 
because of the extremely high burden of proof placed on the 
defendant to prove mental retardation, and because determin-
ing mental retardation is not an exact science, with experts 
examining the defendant most often providing differing opin-
ions of whether he is mentally retarded and of his exact I.Q. 
[ed. note: the term “retardation” is used here because this is 
the term used in the law. The preferred term is “intellectual 
disability.”] And in 2005, the Court abolished execution for 
persons who were under 18 at the time of the crime.

Turning now to my experience with the death penalty: 
Prior to my service on the Georgia Supreme Court, I had not 
thought much about the death penalty as I had never tried nor 

My Transformation to Abolition
A Keynote Address to the Annual Meeting of Georgians for Alternatives 
to the Death Penalty – Central Presbyterian Church – September 15, 2015
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volunteer needs 
at the 

Open Door 
Community

For more information, 
contact Sarah Humphrey 

 at 
sarah@opendoorcommunity.org 

 or 
404.874.9652 option 4

Volunteers for Tuesday and 
Wednesday Soup Kitchen and 
Showers 8:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m.

Volunteers to help staff our Foot 
Clinic on Wednesday evenings 

(6:00 p.m. for supper, 
6:45-9:15 p.m. for the clinic).

  

Individuals to accompany 
community members to medical 

appointments.

Groups or individuals to make 
individually wrapped meat with 
cheese sandwiches on whole 

wheat bread for our homeless and 
hungry friends (no bologna, pb&j 

or white bread, please).

People to cook or bring supper 
for our household on Tuesday, 

Wednesday or Thursday 
evenings.

The First Supper by Susan Dorothea White 

In Support of Women’s Ordination 
and Open Communion 
August 2015 Statement by the Des Moines Catholic Worker 

For several years, the celebration of 
Catholic Mass at the Des Moines Catholic 
Worker has been a point of controversy with 
Bishop Pates and others representing the 
hierarchy of the Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Des Moines.

Most recently, in May of this year, 
Bishop Pates wrote us a letter stating that 
the “privilege” of having Mass at the Des 
Moines Catholic Worker has been “revoked.” 
The reason for this is that, in December 2014, 
Reverend Janice Sevre-Duszynska, who is a 
woman priest, celebrated a Roman Catholic 
Mass at the Des Moines Catholic Worker. It 
is the official position of the Roman Catholic 
Church that women may not be priests.

In 2010, Bishop Pates also expressed 
concerns about the celebration of Mass at the 

Des Moines Catholic Worker, chief among 
these being that we invite everyone, including 
non-Catholics, to receive communion.

In response to the Bishop, we wish to 
let it be known that the Des Moines Catholic 
Worker affirms the equality of all people, 
regardless of gender, to be full members and 
disciples in any Church claiming to follow 
Jesus; in the Roman Catholic Church this 
includes the priesthood and other positions of 
leadership within the Church.

Likewise, we affirm that the Sacra-
ment of Holy Communion should be open 
to all who wish to participate, regardless of 
religious and institutional affiliations. No one 
seeking reconciliation and love should be 
denied the Eucharist. We believe that Jesus 
would not have it otherwise.

We welcome dialogue about these 
issues. For those who may be interested, 
we have included below links to the letters 
we received from Bishop Pates in 2010 and 
2015, and the 2010 letter from a Catholic 
Worker intern that initiated our dialogue with 
the Bishop about our celebration of Mass at 
the Des Moines Catholic Worker.

Julie Brown 
 <stormsage1@yahoo.com>
Frank Cordaro 
 <frank.cordaro@gmail.com>
Des Moines Catholic Worker  
 http://dmcatholicworker.org

For links to the correspondence from Bishop 
Pates, go to the Des Moines CW website.  W  
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As we went to press, our wonderful friend and compatriot 
Horace Tribble died. We will have a remembrance of him 

in our next issue of Hospitality.
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Hospitality is published by the Open Door 
Community, Inc., an Atlanta Protestant Catholic 
Worker community: Christians called to resist war 
and violence and nurture community in ministry with 
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are free. A newspaper request form is included in 
each issue. Manuscripts and letters are welcomed. 
Inclusive language editing is standard.  

A $10 donation to the Open Door Community would 
help to cover the costs of printing and mailing 
Hospitality for one year. A $40 donation covers 
overseas delivery for one year.
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before the gold hunters even got there. Tobacco did work. The 
golden leaf became the gold of ravenous desire. Ironically, 
perhaps providentially, tobacco makes people sick and kills 
its addicted followers. Smoke can kill and ruins the heavens. 
Tobacco production needs workers, whites need profits. Why 
not buy people (not white people) to do the hard work and not 
pay them? The final property right in Colonial America and 
the post-revolutionary USA was property in human beings. 
As Pope Francis connoted before Congress, Abraham Lin-
coln and the 13th Amendment ended this fabulous property 
right — slavery — except as a punishment for crime. That 
is: from the tobacco field and rice channels and cotton fields 
to the mass incarceration system, capitalism has even come 
to the pokey, building for-profit prisons. As Tyrone Brooks, 
outstanding African American leader in Atlanta and across 
our red, bleeding, racist state says: “Everything changes. 
Everything stays the same.” You may have to know the Black 
Jesus and his “fierce urgency of now” to grasp what Tyrone is 
seeing and hearing.

The scrolls have not yet been discovered dating the 
arrival of the Black Jesus to the shores of the Indigenous 
People. We have evidence from his first lynching by follow-
ers of the White Christ that he arrived before the Middle Pas-
sage, for he had no shackle scars on ankles or wrists, though 
he did show signs of whipping and nails in his wrists and feet. 
We have architectural evidence that the Palestinian Jewish 
Jesus was in Germany before the Holocaust/Shoah as was the 
White Christ of the Ku Klux Klan that Adolph Hitler loved 
and admired. One can see the Confederate flag at neo-Nazi 
gatherings today, and see neo-Nazis at Sons of the Confed-
eracy gatherings, license plates aglow with bleeding red flags 
of treason, violence and hate. Oh, Dylan Storm Roof, my son, 
where did you come from? Who led you to a group studying 
the Word of God in a basement where the Black Jesus is most 
accessible? Oh, my white child, my white son, my son. How 
I grieve that I have so forsaken you. The best guess offered 
by street disciples places Black Jesus on the Dutch ship at 
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White Christ/Black Jesus  continued on page 7

White Christ/Black Jesus
By Eduard Loring 

Chapter 1: Introduction

 Part B: Jesus in America
There are 2 Jesuses in the USA: The White Christ and 

the Black Jesus.
Behind these 2 Jesuses lives the Palestinian Jewish 

Jesus. This Jesus cannot come to America. He lives in Pales-
tine; but his disciples came to America first with the Spanish, 
followed by the French and  English. The White Christ came 
with Christopher Columbus. Black Jesus revealed himself in 
Bartholomew de Las Casas. 

The White Christ came to the English Colonies in 1607 
as the gold seekers disembarked from their ship with pans in 
hand and claimed the land of the Powhatan, renamed Virginia 
by English land grabbers — the epithet of Queen Elizabeth, 
the Virgin Queen, and the white European God behind the 
White Christ. In the Old Testament, the Hebrews grabbed 
the land, a religious root of colonialism and imperialism, of 
the Canaanites/Palestinians in the name of God only. Divine 
sanction for grabbing land, then divine sanction for enslaving 
Africans to work the stolen land. Israel would not have a king 
until 1020 BCE with the disastrous King Saul followed by the 
murderous, adulterous King David (1000-970), then his son, 
(like the Clinton and Bush family?) King Solomon (970-931), 
who enslaved (anti-Exodus) his own people to build the Tem-
ple and fashion the vision of Empire into the Roman Empire, 
the Holy Roman Empire, the Magisterial Reformation and, 
more generally, the religion of the West.

The Welcome sign of hospitality to strangers worked 
among the Powhatan until the followers of the White Christ 
began to rape and kill them. Life got so bad that the early set-
tlers ate each other during the famine of 1609-10. The hunger 
for food (feed the hungry), like the hunger for land/space 
(welcome the stranger), is a life-force thrust for all creation. 
The choice: might makes right, or hospitality/sharing what 
we have. This is the only evidence of cannibalism in Colo-
nial America, although whites’ images of Africans claimed 
these uncivilized heathen Africans were cannibals. (The root 
meaning of the word Caribbean is cannibal). These images 
are founded in what Dr. Catherine Meeks calls the projection 
of the shadow side upon the others — particularly upon the 
oppressed. After the white Anglo-Saxon Protestants ate each 

other, they proclaimed that the “jungle bunnies” (slavers’ epi-
thet for Africans after the Middle Passage) eat each other. But 
set the record straight: Only the white English ate each other. 
The Black God of hope sent a famine on the young colony 
of Jamestown with the message to repent and SHARE LIFE 
(Bernie Sanders) with all people, especially the Powhatan. 
This message resounds unto this day as our hollow governor, 
Nathan Deal, announced this week new Confederate flag 
emblems for Georgia license plates. The plate was approved 
by the Sons of the Confederacy and already there are 4,600 
requests, but production does not begin for nine days. Which 
side are you on? Might makes right? Or the love ethic of the 
Black Jesus: hospitality as the radical expression of the love 
ethic of God?

Jamestown, Virginia: named for James I of “Great 
Britain,” 1603-1625. Monarchy and colonialism came named 
to the Native Land to which we lift our voices and sing. Gold 
did not work. There wasn’t any. False advertising began 

Jamestown in 1619. Some believe he came loose-shackled on 
the slave ship “Jesus,” for he loves irony and to play cat and 
mouse with the followers of the White Christ. Personally I 
go with Pete Gathje and believe Black Jesus came to English 
America in 1619.

All life is based on faith. Why is there something rather 
than nothing? And all faith is based on hermeneutics. What is 
hermeneutics? Life is just a question of hermeneutics. Some 
say the glass is half full, some say half empty. The vision of 
the glass depends on how thirsty you are: “Blessed are those 
who thirst for justice, they shall be quenched.” Some say kill 
the enemy. Some say negotiate; dialogue is a way to love the 
enemy. Why? Where you stand comes from deep inside you 
and your structures of being and doing, the source of your 
faith and action. This is the hermeneutics of which your life 
is but an expression. The saddest of the sad are those with no 
hermeneutics. They just go to the ball game or golf course 
while the Cry of the Poor never reaches them. Dead folk 
walking.

Black Jesus came to America in a stranger’s guise. He 
did not arrive in 1619 in the spirit of the Black indentured 
servants, proto-enslaved ones unlike their white counterparts. 
Oh! Shame! Oh! Shame! In the beginning was the Word 
and the Word was Slavery. Nay. Nay. Not Slavery but racial 
Black-African Slavery. This is the beginning of the American 
sickness. White Superiority. BLACK SLAVERY BY WHITE 
PEOPLE. The racism in our Constitution that William Lloyd 
Garrison burned as a “compact with the devil.” Thank you 
Black Union Freedom Fighters — Massachusetts Regiment 
54 and Robert Gould Shaw — for going up the hill at Fort 
Wagner on July 17, 1863 (Charleston, South Carolina), most 
of you dying. But you did not spill enough Black and white 
together blood. A few miles away on June 17, 2015 at Mother 
Emmanuel, nine more bled to death at the hands of the unre-
constructed White Supremacist South. How many gallons 
of Black blood must flow before whites can see themselves 
as fully human members of the human family? The robes of 
the White Christ disciples are drenched in Black blood. Oh 
Shame! Oh Shame! Help us. “This is my body broken for you. 
This is my blood poured out for you.” Heal us. Redeem us. 
Forgive us. Reconcile us. How shall we make reparations? 
Oh, Black Jesus speak again to your white followers.

The International slave trade to Colonial America began 
with the Spanish in the 16th century. From 1619 until the inter-
national slave trade ended sometime around 1864, white sla-
vers brought Africans to America. (Constitutionally the legal 
slave trade ended in 1808, but when did the money-makers in 
human flesh and their weasel-like merchants ever hold to the 
Constitution of the United States of America? Tell us Judge 
Clarence Thomas from Pin Point, Georgia. When? Oh when? 
1954? Hell No. 1964? Hell No. 1965? Hell No. 1968? Hell 
No. 2015? Hell No. Most certainly not in 1808). 

Many of the kidnapped, chained, bought and sold 
Africans were Muslims. When the Black Jesus arrived amid 
Muslim slaves in Virginia, he came as the Hidden Jesus and 
he was a friend of Allah and Mohammed. It took the whip, 
starvation, beatings and threats to get the Black slaves to 
follow the White Christ, though as soon as they got to the 
cabins at night they were with their Black Jesus. Today many 
African American Christians follow the White Christ and 
they get money, position, political power, Supreme Court 
appointments, corporate board positions. There are many 
Black mega-churches preaching capitalism and a prosperity 
gospel. Flying jet planes to Africa to save the souls of their 
brothers and sisters in their native land. Andy Young is a sad 
example of a Black Jesus follower who turned to the White 
Christ; whereas Senator Vincent Fort and Congressman John 
Lewis follow the Black Jesus up the rough side of the moun-
tain for all people. 

The Black Jesus is not about color per se. Many whites 

From the tobacco field and rice channels and cotton fields 
to the mass incarceration system, 

capitalism has even come to the pokey, building for-profit prisons. 

Skull of a Skeleton with Burning Cigarette by Vincent van Gogh
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The Open Door 
Community Press

Books

A Work of Hospitality
The Open Door Reader

1982 - 2002
Peter R. Gathje, editor

384 pages
Bibliography and Index

Paperback
$15.00 suggested donation

Sharing the Bread of  Life
Hospitality and Resistance
at the Open Door Community

By Peter R. Gathje
272 pages
45 photographs
Paperback
$10.00 suggested donation

to order:
The Open Door Community 
910 Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E.

Atlanta, GA 30306-4212
404.874.9652 option 4

www.opendoorcommunity.org 
If funds are not available, 

copies will be sent at no expense. 

I Hear Hope Banging 
at My Back Door 
Writings from Hospitality
By Eduard Loring
Foreword by Rev. Timothy McDonald III

82 pages
21 photographs
available only online at
www.opendoorcommunity.org

The Festival of Shelters
A Celebration 

for Love and Justice
By Eduard Loring 

with Heather Bargeron
preface by Dick Rustay

66 pages
19 color photographs

Paperback
Free for the asking

Frances Pauley
Stories of Struggle and Triumph

Edited by Murphy Davis
Foreword by Julian Bond

89 pages
28 photographs

Paperback
$3.00 suggested donation

The Cry of the Poor
Cracking White Male Supremacy — 
An Incendiary and Militant Proposal

By Eduard Loring
foreword by Nibs Stroupe
afterword by Melvin Jones
99 pages
paperback
$10.00 suggested donation

July 22, 2015

Dear Ed,

I’m writing regarding “A Personal Testimony: History 
and Violence of Christianity, Part I.”

I am curious about your statement regarding John 14:6. 
If you believe Jesus when he says, “I am the Way, the Truth 
and the Life …” why do you disagree so forcefully with part 
b: “no one comes to the Father except through me.”? How 
can part a be understood except in this context? Jesus is the 
Way. Not a way, one way or the best way. Jesus is the Truth. 
He cannot lie. Jesus is the Life. The author and giver of life 
everlasting.

I agree that Matthew 25:31-46 is the primary text for 
living our faith, but it is also necessary to repent, see Luke 
13:3. If we will remember our own sinfulness and that, “all 
our righteous deeds are as filthy rags …” (Isaiah 64:6), we 
will be arrogant. I also agree much violence and evil has 
been, and continues to be, done in the name of Christianity. 
It is our duty as followers of Christ to admit the truth without 
excusing it. Repent of this sin and do the work of the King-
dom, as found in Matthew 25:31-46.

I am grateful for and support your ministry. I look 
forward to the rest of the series. The newsletter is very 
encouraging.

 Sincerely yours,
  Rae Jones

Rae Jones is a member of the Forest River Hutterite Commu-
nity in North Dakota and a regular donor to the Open Door 
Community. 

A Response from Ed Loring:
Dear Rae Jones,

Thank you for calling me to repentance. You are faith-
ful. I know something of your life in the Hutterite Commu-
nity and you know something of my life at the Open Door 
Community. We are disciples. Jesus Christ is our mediator. 
On other matters than John 14:6b, I spend time in prayer and 
with friends and enemies repenting. I pray that I can be more 
loving and faithful to the Cry of the Poor and the gospel of 
Jesus, especially the Black Jesus whom I have come to know 
by practicing discipleship in the ole Confederate States of 
America and living interracially for 35 years.

You wrote that you are curious about my statement 
regarding John 14:6. “If you believe Jesus when he says ‘I 
am the Way, the Truth, and the Life’ why do you disagree so 
forcefully with part b: ‘No one comes to the Father except 
through me’?” I agree that this is a most important question. 
Your question helps define one’s way in the world with diver-
sity, other religions, atheists and even fellow disciples in our 
movement for Shalom.

Let me respond in the terms of the conversation 
between Heather Gray and myself and then turn to a more 
personal response.

John 14:6b: “no one except” has been a cause of judge-
ment and violence for 2000 years. In fundamentalism it is 
a source for preaching hell and damnation to the masses. 
In proslavery theology this clause was a cowhide whip to 
frighten slaves into submission, especially given that the 
Father became identified with the white master of the planta-
tion for many until he came sneaking down to the slave cab-
ins at night for his carnal pleasure, raping Black slave women. 
In European Colonialism, which used Christian missionar-
ies as preachers of white obedience (It is going on in South 
Sudan today as I write, God forbid.) the missionaries’ first 

task was to get the women to cover their breasts and secondly 
to accept Jesus Christ so the corporations could come in. This 
happened all over the world as Westerners went wild with 
their carnage for natural resources and cheap labor. Puritans 
used it with Native Americans while committing genocide 
and at the same time claiming divine sanction for the slaugh-
ter. The White God told them that Native Americans were 
wild heathens and worthless, subhumans. Native Americans 
were the Canaanites of the Old Testament, like the Palestin-
ians are today for the state of Israel. God Forbid!!!! The story 
could go on.

So first of all, as a radical disciple of the Black Jesus, I 
want to disassociate myself from those stories and verses in 
the Bible that have been used for war, genocide, control, slav-
ery and turning God into a tyrant named by the great Jonathan 
Edwards in “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God.”  Such a 
sad experience of the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
our deliverer. 

Now, on a more personal level, my faith is more closely 
related to my faith in Jesus’ faith than in doctrines and abstrac-
tions about faith in Jesus. Pete Gathje taught me this years 
ago. Having a mind that is given to concreteness you should 
have seen my agony as I tried to believe in the difference 
between homoious and homoean as I prepared for ordination 
exams. Good news was the examiners didn’t know either!

The great gift of God the Creator and Deliverer is diver-
sity. White American Christians and non-Christians alike do 
not grasp this essential dimension of natural and human life. 
The pitiful understanding of nature (birds of a feather flock 
together) is a basis of white supremacy (sic) and killing Lati-
nos/as at the fence. Diversity is a basic norm of a wholistic 
human life. I have been taught by Buddhists, Hindus, even 
Southern Baptists, Jews religious and secular, atheists, LGBT 
folk and many others that they are on the way to Shalom as 
well as I am. Some confess Christ, even John 14:6b. Others 
make no confession at all. But we meet at the Welcome Table. 
This is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.

As a Biblical defense of my faith: often Jesus healed 
folks and forgave folks and sent them on their way without 
asking for faith, offerings, or anything. Mostly in the apoca-
lyptic sections of the gospel when Jesus is near the cross, 
afraid, sweating blood and asking that this cup pass from him, 
does he take the short cut of threatening people with hell. 
Jesus is particularly upset with professional religionists and 
the officials of the state, his two primary enemies. I know that 
feeling and even those words when the heat is all I can stand. 
Do you?

I am a disciple of Jesus Christ. For me, Jesus is the Way 
the Truth and the Life. For me there is no other way to get 
to where I am going as I follow him up the hard side of the 
mountain carrying my cross. So, personally, I agree with you 
for me and you. Let us join hands and march together singing 
joyful and thankful songs but knowing the anguish and hell of 
judgment, white supremacy, and the rapacious hunger of capi-
talist culture and economics that work to exclude and use hell 
as a whip to frighten and condemn folk, for that is to forsake 
the mission of Jesus. Literalism killed him.

We thank you for your care for our souls. We thank you 
for your gifts to support our ministry. Hope to see you again 
someday. Thank you for being a nurse. Now that is agape and 
sacrifice. 

  Love on the Way,  
   Ed Loring

Eduard Nuessner Loring is a Partner at the Open Door 
Community (edloring@opendoorcommunity.org).

Connections

Meinrad Craighead

On John 14:6
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Inch by Inch
An Irregular Column by Murphy Davis 

The Open Door summer involved, as usual, a lot of 
coming and going. Mid-June brought our dear community 
members Connie and Clive Bonner back “across the pond” 
from Scotland to spend three months with us. Connie retired 
in May as pastor of the Barrhead United Reformed Church. 
Clive retired some years ago as an English police officer so 
that he could be a full-time lay worker in the churches Con-
nie pastored. They have now moved into the cottage that 
has been in Connies’ family for 150 years in the little fishing 
village of Maidens. They have been visiting volunteers with 
us for 15 years; they first came when Connie was a seminary 
student at Cambridge.

It’s hard to describe how important the Bonners’ time 
with us is. They bring the skills and gifts of seasoned pastors 
and leaders, and their love for the poor refreshes us all in our 
commitment. Clive’s reflections on the American criminal 
control system never fail to teach and inspire. As a police 
officer in England he never carried a gun and never consented 
to be trained in firearms. When he talks about the work he 
did, it sounds more like mediation work or pastoral counsel-
ing than what we think of as police work. “It was my job,” he 
says, “to help people find ways to step back from conflict, not 
to exaggerate or heighten conflict by introducing a weapon or 
a threat. The problem with your system in America,” he con-
tinues, “is that you have law enforcement officers, rather than 
police.” Police, in the best sense of the word, are those who 
care for the city — the “polis” — or, as the dictionary says, 
“the regulation and control of a community, especially for the 
maintenance of public order, safety, health, morals, etc.”

Where officers are “law enforcement,” their job is pre-
sumably to find those who are breaking the law. Since Ameri-
can law enforcement operates primarily at the street level, 
they tend to pursue those who might break the law in public. 
This is a helpful perspective to understand why people we 

know are doing hard time in prison for small thefts or minor 
street violence while executives for General Motors Corpora-
tion who plan and cover up defects that kill more than 124 
people and injure thousands more can write a corporate check 
for chump change and no individuals are criminally charged. 

To have the ongoing perspective of committed folks 
from other cultures is helpful to our analysis of the issues of 
our daily life. To add to the international flavor of the commu-
nity we were delighted to welcome Imre Balzer from Berlin. 
Imre is the nephew of Dietrich Gerstner who lived with us 
for two years in the 1980s and went on with his wife, Uta, to 
establish Brot und Rosen community in Hamburg, Germany, 
another Protestant Catholic Worker that welcomes and houses 
immigrants in their city. Though Imre was with us only a 
month, he worked hard and found a place in our hearts with 
his kindness and happy spirit. (See Imre’s reflection on his 
time, below.)

A good group went once again to the Starvin’ For Justice 
Fast and Vigil at the U.S. Supreme Court in June to continue 
to call for the abolition of the death penalty. Terry stayed on in 
D.C. after the group returned to Atlanta for his annual vaca-
tion at the Dorothy Day Catholic Worker. 

Ed Loring and I had the joy of some travel that reunited 
us with old friends along the way. A meeting of the Petra 
Foundation in Cambridge, Massachuchetts was an opportu-
nity to see many old friends and co-workers from around the 
country. Then we had a number of days in Boston with Helen 
McCrady and John Barbour, volunteers from many years ago 
who met at the Open Door and married. We were delighted to 
visit Helen at her work at the Old South Church in downtown 
Boston and to see where that church has opened the doors 
for “Boston Warm” to welcome homeless women. Along the 
way we were able to visit many of the New York sites where 
those who gave their lives to the abolition of slavery and for 
women’s rights lived and worked — groups and people who 
continue to inspire us. 

It was a joy to be close enough to Syracuse to have 
a visit with Jerry and Carol Berrigan. Jerry at 93 has been 
wheelchair-bound, but we found him in good spirits and had 
a wonderful visit with both. Their welcoming home is like a 
living history museum of the movement for peace and justice 
to which Jerry and Carol have given their lives. It was just a 
month later that dear Jerry died. We remember him with such 
love and gratitude and hold Carol and their children and his 
beloved brother Dan Berrigan in our hearts and prayers.

In another sad loss, our former resident volunteer Beth 
Hodges died of brain cancer in August. Beth was with us as 
a Mennonite Voluntary Service Worker for two years in the 
mid-80s and she has always kept in touch. We have followed 
her year-and-a-half journey with a brain tumor, and grieve 
that in spite of rigorous treatment, the cancer took her. She 
had written me not long before, “I would never have made 
it without my sweet husband Scott (Smith) constantly at my 
side.” We are so thankful for the loving care she received. 
Family and friends gathered in Great Barrington, Massa-
chuchetts to remember Beth in September. 

At the end of our trip we had a wonderful several days 
with our dear friends Dorothea von Haeften and Arnold 
Steinhardt at their home in Chatham, NewYork. Always 
heartened and inspired by their artistry — Arnold’s violin and 
Dorothea’s photography — we loved the time together. 

As things are generally arranged in our life now, our 
travels began and ended in MichaelaTowne, (our new name 
for Baltimore). Having time with our daughter Hannah, her 
husband Jason, and our 22-month-old Michaela is a primary 
joy in our life. So we were thankful as always to enjoy time 
in their home before returning to our Open Door home and 
family.  W 

Murphy Davis is a Partner at the Open Door Community 
(murphydavis@bellsouth.net). 

By Imre Balzer

My name is Imre, and I came from Berlin, Germany, to 
spend a month of my summer vacation as a volunteer at the 
Open Door Community. That meant daily work like cleaning 
bathrooms, doing the laundry, cooking soup and sometimes 
mowing the grass at Dayspring Farm, as everybody in the 
house does. I really had a great time with all the wonderful 
people at the house, very interesting discussions and some 
very good church services. But besides having a good time at 
the community, being in Atlanta offered a special way for me 
to deal with my own privileges as a white male and to get in 
contact with the problem of racism.

Unfortunately there is still racism everywhere in the 

world. And of course we have to deal with this problem in 
Germany. But the particular thing in the United States as I 
perceived it during my visit, is its permanent presence. Soci-
ety simply has to face the fact of Blacks (and Hispanics and 
a lot of others) being discriminated against. So in the U.S. no 
one can pretend not to see the problem, as in Germany many 
people still try to do. 

Back home, racism 
was a thing I mostly knew 
from television or the 
newspaper, but I rarely 
dealt with the topic in my 
personal life. In school, 
I used to have some 
Black or foreign friends 
who told me about their 
problems, but not when 
I was in university. So 
I did know a lot about 
these things, but mostly 
from books, due to my 

master’s degree in social science. But during my visit I could 
see how present the dark past of segregation and slavery in the 
U.S. still is. The discussion about the Confederate flag and its 
constant presence in Georgia left me with an awkward feel-
ing. How can people feel so much hatred? How can people 
celebrate their hateful heritage with motorcades as the Ku 
Klux Klan did when we took part in the Moore’s Ford Bridge 

lynching reenactment?
Some of the issues became clearer for me during my 

time in Atlanta. Our day at the Civil Rights Museum was 
an eye-opening experience to me. We are living in a world 
where white people are still privileged and so I think I often 
was not sensitive enough toward this issue. I sometimes did 
not recognize the presence of racism and its underlying struc-
tures in my everyday life. The experience at the Open Door 
helped me very much to be more open and aware of the racist 
structures in everyday life.

Sometimes the Open Door Community has had to 
address this problem. Community can be hard and not simple. 
But I know you have the will, the spirit and the right tools to 
address and solve the problems. Because in a special way, 
society is, as well, just a community. Let’s hope that society as 
a whole can learn and heal both in the U.S. and in Germany 
and Europe, as we are facing a big change right now due to 
the thousands of refugees seeking asylum for peace and free-
dom in Europe.

Thanks again for the wonderful time at the Open Door 
and the many experiences I was able to have in Atlanta!  W

Imre Balzer journeyed from Berlin to spend a month with 
us. His mother, Iris Balzer, and his uncle, Dietrich Gerstner, 
visited here in 2007. Dietrich is also a former Open Door 
Resident Volunteer (1986 to 1988) and a founder of the Brot 
& Rosen (Bread and Roses) Catholic Worker in Hamburg.

The Problem of Racism

We are living in a world where white people are still privileged 
and so I think I often was not sensitive enough toward this issue. 

Calvin Kimbrough
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My Transformation to Abolition  continued from page 1

defended a death penalty case, nor served on a jury in a death 
penalty case, nor had any family member murdered. Less 
than 2% of the public have. 

It’s pretty easy to not oppose the death penalty when 
you are not involved with it, not familiar with its many short-
comings, and don’t have to think about it. That’s where I was 
when I first arrived at the Court in January of 1990. But soon 
thereafter, I was shocked to see the quality of legal representa-
tion that most accused received at trial and on appeal, par-
ticularly the poor, who constituted most all the defendants in 
cases in which the death penalty was sought. There were law-
yers who did not understand the very basics of preparing for 
and trying a capital case, who fell asleep during trial, who had 
severe alcohol or drug problems, who were prejudiced against 
their Black clients. Lawyers appointed by the trial judge who 
were civil lawyers with no death penalty experience, and law-
yers who needed business so much that they sought appoint-
ment even though the limited fees paid to them were nominal 
rates, with nothing provided to hire investigators.

My 15 ½ years of service on the Court provided me 
with concrete evidence of the inconsistencies among this 
state’s various jurisdictions. There were circuits in which 
the District Attorney rarely, if ever, sought the death penalty, 
while in some circuits it was sought in most all murders. 
Where the murder occurred, funding issues, religion or faith 
issues, the race of the accused, the race of the victim, the sex 
of the accused, the wealth or the poverty of the accused, and 
political considerations — all of which, according to the prin-
ciples pronounced in Gregg v. Georgia, should not be factors 
in these decisions — were repeatedly factors in the decision 
of whether to seek the death penalty. And, although there is 
evidence of one or more statutory aggravating factors in most, 
if not all, murder cases — a requirement for imposing a death 
sentence — the fact that it is sought in only about two percent 
of these murder cases proves the system’s arbitrariness.

These things increased my misgiving about capital 
punishment over time, but horrific acts such as the Okla-
homa City bombing and 9/11 prevented me from altogether 
renouncing my support for it. Some acts, I continued to 
believe, call for the ultimate punishment. And I continued to 
do my sworn duty of upholding all constitutional laws of this 
state to the day I retired from the Court in June, 2005. Even 
though I left the Court, for the past 10 years I have remained 
a part of the process; in most every execution that has taken 
place, I participated in the decisions in the direct appeal and 
the habeas corpus proceedings of such persons. And in most 
all of these cases, before the execution was carried out, addi-
tional information and evidence was discovered that if known 
earlier would most likely have changed the outcome of the 
direct appeal or the habeas proceeding, but was barred from 
later consideration due to harsh procedural default rules.

In May of this year, I publically spoke out, for the first 
time, against the use of the death penalty in this state and in 
this country, calling for it to be permanently halted, without 
exception. My decision came as a result of my long journey 
dealing with and living with the flawed death penalty process 
for 25 years. And it came about after much thought and 
prayer.

There are many valid reasons for my conclusions that 
precipitated my now strong, firm conviction that the death 
penalty must be abolished in this country. First, it has abso-
lutely no deterrent effect. Both the facts of the cases and the 
reasoned opinions of most every expert prove this to be true. 
Next, viewing capital cases from the time of arrest through 
the date of execution, I concluded before I left the Court that 
economically it made no business sense. I estimate that we 
spend approximately 10 percent of all court resources on 
death penalty cases, while they constitute less than one tenth 
of one percent of all court filings. My economic conclusion 
has been validated by recent case studies in a number of 
states, including Kansas, where death penalty cases through 

execution cost 70 percent more than non-death penalty cases 
through the end of incarceration; in Maryland, where death 
penalty cases cost three times more than non-death penalty 
cases; in Tennessee, where death penalty trials cost an average 
of 48 percent more than the average cost of trials seeking life 
imprisonment; and in California, where the cost associated 
with the death penalty is astronomical. Imprisonment for life 
costs much less than it does to seek and ultimately carry out 
the death sentence.

Atlanta attorney David Burge, chair of Georgia’s Fifth 
Congressional District Republican Party, recently put it this 
way: “Capital punishment runs counter to core conservative 
principles of life, fiscal responsibility and limited government. 
The reality is that capital punishment is nothing more than an 
expensive, wasteful and risky government program. It fails 

the very people it is supposed to serve: victims’ families and 
society as a whole. As such, I believe the death penalty simply 
has become far too expensive and cumbersome to administer 
in our state.”

It is not applied fairly and consistently. I have already 
mentioned all of the improper arbitrary factors that play a 
role in the decision to seek the death penalty, the extremely 
poor quality of representation at trial and on appeal, and the 
inadequate funding for legal representation of the poor and for 
investigation.

And, most importantly to me and many others, it is mor-
ally indefensible. This was finally and fully brought home to 
me within the past eight months or so by Janice Wright, one of 
my priests at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Rome, when in 
a sermon she proclaimed: “If we claim to be following Jesus, 
we can’t support capital punishment. Jesus died an innocent 
man at a state execution. He submitted to it. He did not sanc-
tion it.” And Bishop Rob Wright of the Atlanta Diocese of the 
Episcopal Church put it this way: “You and I know that Jesus 
never taught that we should murder a human being, no matter 
how heinous the crime. Christians who tell you differently 
have made Jesus in their image, and put their own words in 
His mouth. Maybe, most tragically, they have forgotten that 
Jesus himself was put to death by the state, in cooperation with 
fearful religious people at the hand of an indifferent governor.” 
I have chosen to stand with Janice Wright and Bishop Wright.

And lastly, the reason for change that most everyone 
should agree with: It is not certain!! Mistakes can’t be undone. 
Since the Gregg decision, at least 155 persons on death 
row have been exonerated in this country, and there can be 
absolutely no doubt that actually innocent persons have been 
executed since 1976. And we are not a country that believes in 

the taking of innocent lives. And all of the many flaws of the 
death penalty process in Georgia exist likewise in every state 
that still has capital punishment. Justice Harry Blackmon 
spent nearly 20 years attempting to create and maintain a fair 
and consistent death penalty system. In 1995, shortly before 
he retired from the U.S. Supreme Court, he concluded it was 
a total failure; it could not be accomplished. He proclaimed 
that he would “no longer tinker with the machinery of death.”

Twenty years later, this past June, in the appeal of an 
Oklahoma death penalty case relating to whether the three-
drug protocol used in lethal injection violated the Eighth 
Amendment, Justice Steven Breyer, in his 41-page dissent, 
thoroughly reviewed the use of the death penalty since 1976, 
and how in its application it has totally failed to remedy the 
very infirmities that the Gregg court had attempted to remedy. 
He wrote that he “believe[s] it highly likely that the death 
penalty violates the Eighth Amendment. At the very least the 
court should call for full briefing on the basic question.” Just 
as Justice Blackmon, it is very apparent that he believes it is a 
broken system that can’t be fixed. 

I too believe it is time for us to quit the tinkering and 
totally abolish this barbaric system. The European Union and 
another 101 countries have abolished the death penalty. Do 
we want the vast majority of the nations of this world to view 
our country as being as barbaric as China, Iran, Saudi Arabia 
and Iraq, the only countries in this world that from 2001 
through 2012 executed more persons than did the United 
States?

I am exceedingly happy to stand tall with you. Capital 
punishment must be halted, without exception, and soon. 
According to the Pew Research Center, support for the death 
penalty has fallen sharply, from seventy-eight percent in favor 
in 1976 to fifty-five percent in 2013. And when the public 
hears our compelling story, based on valid facts, most all 
understand the futility of continuing this outdated, barbaric 
taking of human life. That has been my experience from my 
recent address to the Rome Rotary Club and the publicity it 
received in the Rome News Tribune. We just need to move 
that figure of forty-five percent against the death penalty up to 
fifty-five percent against. Then the probability of a Supreme 
Court majority applying the doctrine of evolving standards of 
decency and declaring the practice a violation of the Eighth 
Amendment is greatly enhanced. I am 81 and I plan to still be 
around to celebrate that happy day when the Eighth Amend-
ment triumphs.

Just one more thing. I have been informed that the state 
intends to crank up its death machinery, scheduling two exe-
cutions a month until it clears out death row. And it is highly 
likely that will include Kelly Gissendaner, the only woman 
on Georgia’s death row, there since November 1998. Over 
fifteen years ago she accepted responsibility for her actions 
that caused the death of her husband, and has expressed deep 
remorse for the pain she has caused their three children and 
the rest of the Gissendaner family and all those who love and 
cared about Douglas Gissendaner. She has earned the support 
and respect of the corrections staff and volunteers as a result 
of her positive impact both within and outside the prison 
where she is confined. She has shown a commitment to seek-
ing redemption through spiritual growth and serving others, 
helping to turn around the lives of countless female inmates 
and troubled children who visited her from numerous com-
munities. She is living proof of the positive results of changed 
correctional policies. It makes absolutely no sense for the 
state to take a life just because it has the power to do so, when 
that life is helping to change so many lives in a positive way. 
I know that you will do your part in seeking commutation 
of her death sentence. [ed. note: Kelly Gissendaner was 
executed on September 30.]

Thank you, members of Georgians for Alternatives to 
the Death Penalty, for your many good works and for allow-
ing me to share my story with you.  W

www.Alterni-Tee.com
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Worth More Dead Than Alive  continued from page 1

White Christ/Black Jesus  continued from page 3

We need 
meat with cheese 

sandwiches    
(no bologna, pb&j or 
white bread, please)  
 individually wrapped

 on whole wheat bread.

Thank You!

The Open Door 
needs 2,000 
sandwiches to 
serve each week!

Please Help!

Live in a residential Christian community.
Serve Jesus Christ 

in the hungry, homeless and imprisoned. 
Join street actions and loudandloving 

nonviolent demonstrations. 
Enjoy regular retreats and meditation time 

at Dayspring Farm.
Join Bible study and theological reflections 

from the Base.  
You might come to the margins 

and find your center.

Contact: Sarah Humphrey 
 at sarah@opendoorcommunity.org 

or 404.874.9652 option 4
For information and application forms visit 

www.opendoorcommunity.org

Join us as a 
Resident 

Volunteer

Calvin Kimbrough

are disciples of the Black Jesus, just as many Blacks are 
followers of the White Christ. Where would we be today 
without John Brown going into Harper’s Ferry on Oct 16, 
1859? He, like John Calvin before him, killed the enemy. But 
John Brown killed for the liberation of African Americans 
chained in bondage. Calvin killed to uphold White Christian 
orthodoxy. Was Brown right or was he wrong? Could the 
Black Jesus working through faith, the Republican Party 
of Lincoln, Thaddeus Stevens and Charles Sumner, the 
Abolitionists and people of good will, could they end slavery 
without war? They could not. They did not. WAR WAS THE 
ANSWER AND THE ONLY SOLUTION FOR ENDING 
RACIAL SLAVERY IN THE USA. With Black and white 
Union soldiers killing white defenders of the Slavocracy and 
White Supremacy, the long-hoped-for surrender by proslav-
ery Christians and Confederates came 150 years ago last 
April at Appomattox Court House. Finally the 13th, 14th and 
15th Amendments were ratified by three-fourths of the states. 
A “Yes” was said to all Americans, Black and white together. 
But ghost riders were burning crosses in the old Confederate 
skies; stained glass windows remain in White Christ churches 
of proslavery theologians, like the James Henley Thornwell 
window at Druid Hills Presbyterian Church; and the cross of 
the Black Jesus became the lynching tree — the primary tool 
of terror of White America.

The hope for reunion lay in Robert Edward Lee, the 
beloved general and the epitome of the Southern gentleman 
and Southern White Christian. He supported reunification of 
the heart and soul of all people as well as the USA . Teaching 
at Washington College, he told the students and faculty that 
we must be reconciled — South and North/Black and white. 
Too quickly, he died and his voice of rehabilitation was gone. 
Then from the banks of the Mississippi River, filled with hate, 
his hands bloody from the Fort Pillow Massacre, renter of 
Freedmen convicts for labor, came riding the bitter heart of 
the White Supremacist South, the displacement of Robert E. 
Lee, his nemesis in fact: Nathan Bedford Forrest. 

Here the Black Jesus met and meets today the Evil One. 
Here the White Christ forged ahead to nurture white racism 
in the white churches of the USA. Here the battle lines are 
drawn. Here the Cry of the Palestinian Jesus from Golgotha 
shrieks as the police shoot down young Black women and 
men and as Dylann Storm Roof, my son, moistens his lips 
and quickly pulls the trigger.

To be continued.  W

Eduard Nuessner Loring is a Partner at the Open Door Com-
munity (edloring@opendoorcommunity.org).

struggles. He wanted to get out of his neighborhood, which 
continues to have 52 percent unemployment for young 
African Americans, because he realized that he needed to go 
somewhere else if he wanted his life to improve. He wanted 
to play football, but his slight, 145-pound body did not allow 
him to do that. But he managed to make a big contribution 
to all who were a part of his life by being a person of great 
humor and finding ways to make others laugh. He was called 
Pepper because he was considered to be the life of the party.

It has seemed critical to me for us to learn more about 
Freddie Gray. We need to see him as a young man with a his-
tory and hopes for a future, and we need to be clear about the 
ways in which he was robbed. It is too late now for Baltimore 
to do anything for him. He was failed and his life is over. 
How can his life be deemed worth millions now that it is over, 

and worth nothing while he was living? So this settlement 
cannot be about Freddie’s worth. It must be about a city trying 
to atone for its sin of neglect. There are far too many Freddie 
Grays in our cities and all of us have to do more while they 
are living to turn the page on the neglect and death that contin-
ues to be their plight.  W

Catherine Meeks is a community and wellness activist and 
an active member of the Open Door Community. She taught 
African American Studies at Mercer University and is the 
retired Clara Carter Acree Distinguished Professor of Socio-
Cultural Studies at Wesleyan College, the author of five 
books and a columnist for The Telegraph in Macon, Georgia. 
(kayma53@att.net)

Hospitality welcomes poems from people in Georgia prisons or living on the streets in Georgia. 
Send submissions to Eduard Loring, Open Door Community, 910 Ponce de Leon Ave. N.E., Atlanta, GA 30306 

or by email to hospitalitypoetrycorner@gmail.com.

Lisa C. Baker is a regular volunteer in the Harriet 
Tubman Foot Clinic at the Open Door Community.

Stranger  
 
You’re so friendly to them, he said  
As if the woman whose feet I washed was not only a stranger  
But some strange creature, other and alien.  
She and I are not so estranged.  
We spoke of all we share in common:  
the angry phone call,  
the anxious tears,  
the broken heart.  
She kissed my cheek as she said goodbye  
she told me to take care  
a reminder that there is no they  
no other  
only  
us. 

— Lisa C. Baker

poetry corner

Julie Lonneman
The Open Door Community was happy to celebrate with 

Georgians for Alternatives to the Death Penalty in honoring 
our dear friend Rev. Ezekiel Holley with the Martina 
Correia Courage Award. Daughter Tabatha and Mrs. 

Pauline Holley were also there to cheer him on. Rev. Holley 
is the President of the Terrell County Georgia Branch of the 
N.A.A.C.P. (the chapter where many of us Open Doorites 

have our membership). He has been fearless and faithful in 
word and deed in the effort to abolish the death penalty.
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Open Door Community Ministries

Needs of the Community

Join Us  for Worship!

Medical Needs List

ibuprofen
acetaminophen  
Lubriderm lotion

cough drops 
non-drowsy allergy tablets

cough medicine (alcohol free)

We also need volunteers 
to help staff our Foot Care Clinic 

on Wednesday evenings 
from 6:45 - 9:15 p.m.!

We gather for worship and Eucharist at 4 p.m. each Sunday, followed by supper together.  
If you are considering bringing a group please contact us at 404.874.9652 option 6. 

Please visit www.opendoorcommunity.org or call us for the most up-to-date worship schedule. 

Harriet Tubman 
Medical Clinic 

October 2015

Foot Care Clinic

Epsom salts
anti-bacterial soap

shoe inserts
corn removal pads

exfoliation cream (e.g., apricot scrub)
pumice stones

foot spa
cuticle clippers

latex gloves
 nail files (large)

toenail clippers (large)
medicated foot powder

 antifungal cream (Tolnaftate)     

November  1 Worship at 910
    Eucharistic Service
November  8 Informal Agape Meal
November 15 Worship at 910
    Eucharistic Service
November 22 No Worship at 910
    join us for the SOA Watch 
    Vigil at Fort Benning, Georgia
    (www.soaw.org)
November 29 Advent Worship at 910
    Weldon Nisley  preaching

Our Hospitality Ministries also include visitation and letter    
 writing to prisoners in Georgia, anti-death penalty advocacy,   
 advocacy for the homeless, daily prayer, weekly Eucharist,   
 and Foot Washing. 

Sunday: We invite you to join us for Worship at 4 p.m. and for   
 supper following worship. 

We gratefully accept donations at these times:
 Sunday: 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. 
 Monday: 8:30 a.m. until Noon and 3 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.
 Tuesday: Noon until 8:30 p.m. 
 Wednesday: Noon until 6 p.m.
 Thursday: 8:30 a.m. until 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.
 Friday and Saturday: We are closed. We are not able to   
  offer hospitality or accept donations on these days.

Personal Needs
qshampoo (large)
qtoothpaste (small)
qtoothbrushes
qlip balm
qnail clippers
qdisposable razors

Soup Kitchen: Tuesday & Wednesday, 9 a.m.
Women’s Showers: Tuesday, 9 a.m.
Men’s Showers: Wednesday, 9 a.m.
Harriet Tubman Free Women’s Clinic: Tuesday, 7 p.m.
Harriet Tubman Medical Clinic: Wednesday, 7 p.m.
Harriet Tubman Foot Care Clinic: Wednesday, 7 p.m.
Mail Check: Tuesday & Wednesday, during serving;
 Monday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Use of Phone: Tuesday & Wednesday, during serving
Retreats: Five times each year for our household, 
 volunteers and supporters.
Prison Ministry: Monthly trip to prisons in Hardwick, Georgia,  
 in partnership with First Presbyterian Church of Milledgeville;  
 monthly Jackson death row trip; and pastoral visits to   
 death row and various jails and prisons.

Clarification Meetings 
at the Open Door

Special Needs
qbackpacks
qMARTA cards
qpostage stamps
qtrash bags 
   (30 gallon, .85 mil)
qsweaters, jackets             
   and winter coats
qwarm gloves,  
   scarves, hats 
   and socks
qAbolition of the      
   Death Penalty

Food Needs
qfresh fruits & 
   vegetables
qturkeys/chickens
qsandwiches:
    meat with cheese
    on whole wheat
    bread

Living Needs
qjeans 30-34 waist
   and 46-60 x 32 long
qwomen’s pants 16-24 
qcotton footies
qsocks
qsweat pants 1x-3x
qwork shirts
qhoodies
qbelts 34” & up
qmen’s underwear M-L
qwomen’s underwear
qreading glasses
qwalking shoes 
   especially sizes 11-15
qbaseball caps

Do you have a garden? Can you share some fresh produce for the Open Door Welcome Table? Thank you!

Daniel Nichols

For the latest information and 
scheduled topics, please call 

404.874.9652 option 8
or visit 

www.opendoorcommunity.org. 

We meet for clarification 
most Thursdays 4 - 6 p.m. 

with supper following.

Autumn Dennis

we need 

T-Shirts

2XL-5XL

October    4 4 p.m. Worship at 910
   Terry Kennedy  preaching
October 11 4 p.m. Worship at 910
   Eucharistic Service
October 18 4 p.m. Worship at 910
   Eucharistic Service
October 25 4 p.m. Worship at 910
   Bishop Robert C. Wright  preaching

Rini Templeton


