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Editor’s note: Bill Quigley is a human rights lawyer and 
law professor at Loyola University New Orleans. He may 
be reached at quigley77@gmail.com. This article was 
originally published in slightly different form in May 2008 by 
CommonDreams.org.

Memorial Day is not actually a day to pray for U.S. 
troops who have died in action, but a day set aside by 
Congress to pray for peace. The 1950 Joint Resolution of 
Congress that created Memorial Day says, “Requesting 
the President to issue a proclamation designating May 30, 
Memorial Day, as a day for Nation-wide prayer for peace” 
(64 Stat.158).

Today peace is a nearly impossible challenge for the 
United States. We are far and away the most militarized 
country in the world and the most aggressive. Unless our 
country dramatically reduces its emphasis on military action, 
there will be many, many more families grieving on future 
Memorial Days.

The United States spends more than $600 billion a year 
on its military, more than the rest of the world combined. 
China, our nearest competitor, spends about one-tenth of what 
we do. We sell more weapons to other countries than any 
other nation in the world.

We have about 6,000 military bases in the United 
States and its territories and another 700 bases in 130 other 
countries, according to Chalmers Johnson in his excellent 
book “Nemesis: The Last Days of the American Republic” 
(2007).

The U.S. Department of Defense currently reports 
nearly 1.4 million active-duty military personnel. More 
than 250,000 of those are in other countries, from Iraq and 
Afghanistan to Europe, North Africa, South Asia and the 
Western Hemisphere. The Defense Department also has more 
than 700,000 civilian employees.

Our country has used its armed forces abroad more than 

War Immemorial 
Day: No Peace for 
a Militarized U.S.

The United States spends 
more than $600 billion a year 
on its military, more than the 
rest of the world combined. 

By Heather Bargeron

Editor’s note: Heather Bargeron is a former Resident 
Volunteer and Resident Scholar at the Open Door 
Community. She preached this sermon at the Open Door on 
March 8, the second Sunday of Lent.

From there he set out and went away to the region of 
Tyre. He entered a house and did not want anyone to know he 
was there. Yet he could not escape notice, but a woman whose 
little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about 
him, and she came and bowed down at his feet.

Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician 
origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter.

He said to her, “Let the children be fed fi rst, for it is not 
fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.”

But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the 
table eat the children’s crumbs.”

Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may go – the 
demon has left your daughter.”

So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and 
the demon gone.

(Mark 7:24-30, New Revised Standard Version)

Then he began to teach them that the Human One must 
undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the 
chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three 
days rise again.

He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside 
and began to rebuke him.

But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked 
Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting 
your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to 
them, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me.

“For those who want to save their life will lose it, and 
those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the 
gospel, will save it.

“For what will it profi t them to gain the whole world 
and forfeit their life?

“Indeed, what can they give in return for their life?”
(Mark 8:31-37, NRSV, adapted by the Open Door 

Community)

We are entering the second week of our journey toward 
Jerusalem with Jesus. Last week, we followed Jesus into the 
wilderness. As Nelia reminded us, the wilderness is a place of 

intentionality, a place where we clarify our identity as ones 
who belong to the God of life. With Jesus, we are coming 
to understand the call to reject the Empire’s way of violence 
and domination and to practice the Way of radical love and 
abundant life.

Today we examine two passages from Mark that 
further clarify what it means to be representatives of the God 
movement as we continue to follow Jesus on his journey. 
One of the intriguing, and often confusing, things about Mark 
is the question of who Jesus is and what he is about. We as 
readers of the story are trying to fi gure out for ourselves who 
Jesus is, but we are also trying to fi gure out who else in the 
story understands who Jesus is. And what’s tricky is that it is 
often not whom we would expect. The fi rst half of the book 
ends with a question to Jesus’ disciples – his closest followers, 
his inner circle, those who receive private tutorials on his 
teaching and activities. And the question is: “Do you still not 
understand? Is it still not clear to you?” (Mark 8:17)

So it seems that even those who supposedly have the 
inside scoop on Jesus are having a hard time getting just what 
he’s up to. What emerges in Mark is that understanding Jesus 
and his mission as God’s Anointed One is not an intellectual 
exercise. It is a matter of faith, and faith that expresses itself in 
action. 

Today also happens to be International Women’s Day, 
so it is fi tting that one of the texts before us presents a woman 

Madonna with Earrings
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Editor’s note: Arnold Steinhardt is First Violinist in the 
Guarneri String Quartet which has performed all over the 
world for 45 years. He wrote the following for “Fiddler’s 
Beat,” his blog at arnoldsteinhardt.com.

The Guarneri String Quartet played a concert at 
Emory University’s Performing Arts Center in March of 
this year. As soon as I got into town that day, I called my 
friends Murphy Davis and Ed Loring, ministers who run 
the Open Door Community, a homeless shelter in the city. 
Whenever I’m in Atlanta, they put me up in the Open 
Door’s simple but welcoming guest quarters.

Ed invited me to lunch and asked whether I would 
play something beforehand. When I showed up, everyone 
― Murphy, Ed, the staff and a number of homeless people 
― were already seated at tables that formed a large square 
in the dining room. Ed introduced me eloquently, drawing 
both from Hebrew Scripture and Dostoyevsky, and then 
I played a movement from a Bach partita for solo violin. 
Following a round of applause, we all held hands while 
some thanked me for my musical offering and others 
offered prayers for loved ones in diffi culty. Considered 
simply as a performance, this one was unlike any other I 
had ever given in my life. 

 The occasion was signifi cant in another way. Murphy 
had just emerged from a round of chemotherapy treatments 
for a cancer the doctors had almost poetically termed 
“indolent lymphoma.” That very day, they had fi nally 
judged Murphy’s immune system strong enough for her to 
not only eat with others for the fi rst time in weeks, but also 
to attend our quartet concert that evening. I can only begin 

to imagine how she felt!
The Guarneri String Quartet is retiring at the end of this 

season, and the Atlanta concert was the last of many we have 
given in the area over the years. The audience, including many 
passionate chamber music lovers who have listened to us for 
decades, gave us a standing ovation at program’s end.

Leaving Atlanta the next day, I thought about the two 
concerts I had just given — one for people presumably 
relatively well off and knowledgeable about music, the second 
(unscheduled) concert for the homeless, some of whom may 
never even have been inside a concert hall. As gratifying as it 
was to receive such a heartwarming response for the Guarneri 
concert, I couldn’t help wondering about my other audience, 
men and women whose primary concern had to be where their 
next meal was coming from. Had they also been affected by 
the music they heard, or were the notes that came out of my 
violin irrelevant to them?

The next day, I received this e-mail from Ed Loring: 
 

Arnold, 
Yesterday morning I was spending a little time with Clark 

Hand. He is 42, lives in the house, and is an African-American. 
He has been big in the drug culture and spent a number of 
years in prison.

He told me that he had never been that close to a violin 
before. He has seen them on TV, but not in person. He said 
he was very surprised and unprepared by how deeply he was 
moved by the music. He was puzzled and pleased.

Thank you for what you give to others. In this instance, 
thank you for giving a marginalized Black man an insight and 
feeling he had never had before. You and Bach brought him joy 
and a newness.  

Second Concert poetry corner

Hospitality welcomes poems from people in Georgia prisons 
or living on the streets in Georgia. Send submissions to 

Eduard Loring, Open Door Community, 
910 Ponce de Leon Ave. N.E., Atlanta, GA 30306-4212 

or by email to hospitalitypoetrycorner@gmail.com.

Bone Yard
Sinewy tendons wrapped around
the aching bones of withering men
clutching crusted-over-doubt hope
to defi antly thwart years
like mountain peaks buried
deep beneath dark waters,
or old, crumbling tombstones
where, in decayed graveyards,
lost spirits in limbo scream
for mercy and forgiveness.
And so often hard to feel,
God, watching from above
is discreetly called upon
to comfort the weary bones
trying to conquer time.
But unlike the great tusked mammals
embracing the sure coming
of sleep-never-to-wake-again,
thoughts of livelihood and roaming
help to bear the wretchedness
of antique grandfather clocks ticking
toward pre-determined destinies
of prisoners hard-laboring through
prolonged death sentences
executed by the hands of time.

— Fred R. Ricks
Louisiana State Penitentiary
Angola, Louisiana
January 2009 
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We have just fi nished Holy Week and Easter — always 
one of the most intense periods of our year in community. 
And I am left thinking it might have been the best Holy Week 
and Easter ever. Maybe I’ve said that before, but this was a 
great time of worship and action.

Rev. Tim McDonald got us off to a rousing start (as he 
has many times) preaching for our Palm Sunday worship. 
He challenged us to go out on the streets, not as “undercover 
Christians” but as those who are charged in a particular way 
to look for justice for the poor on the streets. We had a good 
group — the household and a number of folks who came 
from near and far to join us.

Franciscan Brother David Buer came from Tuscon, 
Arizona, once again to vigil on the streets. When he arrived 
on the bus Tuesday evening, he went immediately out to the 
streets, remaining there until Easter Sunday morning. Leo 
Chang took a break from his studies at Memphis Theological 
Seminary to join us, and he spent several nights and days on 
the street vigil. Margo and Ron Santoni came Wednesday 
from Granville, Ohio, and, wasting no time, got Margo’s 
wheelchair rolling and hit the streets with the group. Two 
nights we hosted groups of volunteers from Jubilee Partners.

Members of the community took turns going out, and 
of course we met every day at 5 p.m. for worship. One night 
the temperature dropped to 28 degrees, and one day brought 
a few snow fl urries (yes, in April in Atlanta!). The memory of 
the cold always registers in our bodies in some new ways, and 
this year a primary experience was realizing how diffi cult it is 
to get a cup of hot coffee on the streets. One of our volunteers 
said, “I’m so thankful and happy that we can offer as much 
coffee as our folks want to drink.” 

Nelia Kimbrough refl ected that on the day after her 
street vigil, it was so comforting to be back in the house and 
hear “the sweet hum of the household at work.” 

What a blessing to live in a house and have enough to 
eat. What a scandal that, in the midst of so much abundance, 
thousands of sisters and brothers and children live outdoors, 
suffering the elements and going hungry. No, Rev. Mac, we 
didn’t see a lot of justice out there: small enclaves of mercy 
here and there, but not much justice. We hope for deep levels 
of re-commitment to the struggle for justice for homeless 
people. 
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*   *   *     

And speaking of justice, we have relished the story that 
came to us not long ago from Alabama.

Our friend and colleague Melanie Velez, an attorney 
with the Southern Center for Human Rights, has been 
handling a 2001 lawsuit on behalf of prisoners in the Morgan 
County, Alabama, Jail. Federal District Judge U.W. Clemon 
recently found Sheriff Greg Bartlett in contempt of court for 
violating a consent decree and ordered him to the federal 
prison in Talladega, Alabama.

Prisoners in Sheriff Bartlett’s jail have complained of 
hunger because of the skimpy meals served there. Those who 
were unable to buy additional food from the jail store lost 
weight — some as much as 50 pounds! 

It turns out that, under a strange Alabama law, sheriffs 
are permitted to keep, as personal income, any money left 
over after purchasing food for inmates. The state provides 
$1.75 per day per inmate for food, and if that much is not 
spent, the sheriff profi ts. Some food is also donated to the jail 
by schools and other groups. Prisoners argued through their 
attorneys that this is an incentive to skimp on their diet.

Most meals consist of items like cold grits, white bread, 
thin sandwiches, hot dogs and Kool-Aid. In 2007, the judge 
said, Bartlett and the sheriff of a neighboring county each paid 
$500 for half a tractor-trailer full of hot dogs. The hot dogs 
were served to inmates every single meal until the supply was 
gone. The menu never included milk, and fruit was served 
only four times a year. In the meantime, Sheriff Bartlett had 
personally pocketed more than $200,000, since he took offi ce 
in 2003, from the money allocated to him by the state for jail 
food.

After a day and a night in the federal lock-up, the sheriff 
saw the light and pledged, through his attorney, to use all the 
state and federal funds for feeding inmates in the future, and 
that “fresh fruit, fresh milk, vegetables and whole grains will 
be a regular part of the monthly menu.” 

Congratulations to Melanie Velez and the Southern 
Center for Human Rights for shining the light on this crooked 
corner of the injustice system and for their faithful work to 
feed the hungry. And thank God for Judge Clemon who put a 
stop to this program of punishment by starvation. 

*   *   *     

We are thankful to run Bill Quigley’s “War Immemorial 
Day” on Page One of this issue. We are always conscious of 
how many veterans live on the streets of Atlanta and eat with 
us. The offi cial (national) estimates usually tell us that about 
40 percent of homeless men are veterans of some branch 
of the military. We are daily witnesses to the sad practice 
of recruiting citizens to go to war and then dumping them 
— often physically disabled, often mentally ill — onto the 
streets or into prisons. On Memorial Day we will serve some 
500 to 700 hungry folks, and many of them will be veterans 
who must depend on charity to eat a good meal. No quantity 
of “Support the Troops” bumper stickers will cover the ugly 
truth. 

*   *   *     

The Georgia Legislature fi nally fi nished up its dirty 
business and got out of town. Even with the federal stimulus 
money, the state couldn’t cover the budget, and STILL they 
had the nerve to pass another tax cut for the wealthy. Because 
of the Capital Gains Tax Benefi t and a package of related 
cuts, the Georgia Budget and Policy Institute estimates 
that Georgia stands to lose an additional $1 billion in state 
revenues by fi scal year 2012, while the state faces a projected 
defi cit of $1.5 billion that year already. Yes indeed, we are a 
state that cannot afford decent schools or health care for our 
children, a state with one of the highest poverty rates in the 
nation, a state that has watched our health care and trauma 
system crumble before its very eyes. And yet we publicly 
pander to the wealthy as we continue to punish the poor. Lord 
have mercy on us!

*   *   *

The Death Penalty: The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly
 

The great news is that New Mexico has abolished the 
death penalty in that state by an act of the legislature signed 
by Governor Bill Richardson. In so doing, it becomes the 
second state to vote for abolition through the legislature. In 
2007, New Jersey became the fi rst. 

Soon after the news came over the airwaves, we got the 
following email from our dear friends and former Resident 
Volunteers, Sue and Marc Worthington:

Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2009 8:18 PM
New Mexico is repealing the death penalty!

You are probably hearing this from many others, just 
wanted you to know you are tops in our minds right now as 
New Mexico repeals the death penalty. Your infl uence and 
education on this barbaric practice is so appreciated, it has 
infl uenced us and made our — and those of many others 
— arguments to the governor so much stronger and well 
informed. 

The announcement [the governor] made was very 
pragmatic and measured, reminding us that emotion and 
moral stance alone would not have swayed him — it took the 
facts that your years of hard work have helped bring to the 
fore.

We love you so much!
 Sue and Marc Worthington
 Ojo Caliente, New Mexico

Then on April 20, the Colorado House voted to abolish 
the death penalty and apply the (considerable) fi nancial 
savings to investigating unsolved murder cases. At this 
writing, the bill is on the way to the Senate. 

But once again, while the rest of the nation increasingly 
recognizes the folly of the death penalty, Georgia just can’t 
quite get enough. Our legislative season (thankfully over, 
but overall, an incredible embarrassment to any intelligent 
being) found the guys trying to fi gure out how to abolish 
the entire indigent defense system and still hold on to death 
penalty convictions. Oh, that pesky U.S. Constitution! So they 
basically left the defender system mortally wounded but in 
place. As the Death Penalty Information Center reported it:

Georgia’s system of representation in death penalty 

Inch by Inch: 
Comings and Goings in the Spring of the Year

Margo Santoni moves out onto the streets of Atlanta.
Calvin Kimbrough

Most meals consist of items 
like cold grits, white bread, 
thin sandwiches, hot dogs 
and Kool-Aid.



cases is in crisis because of insuffi cient funding, and cases are 
grinding to a halt. Almost 1 in 5 of all pending capital cases 
in the state are stalled because of a lack of funds to pay for 
defense work. “We can’t defend the case without any money,” 
said James Yancey, one death penalty defense lawyer. “The 
experts we need won’t work for free.” Forsyth Superior Court 
Judge Jeffrey Bagley called it “a constitutional crisis,” as 
defense attorneys are forced to fi le contempt motions and are 
asking to withdraw from their cases. The courts were hoping 
for the necessary funding to become available, but after 
the House put $1.1 million into the state Public Defender 
Standards Council’s budget for capital cases, the Senate cut 
it out.

Robert Newland, an especially close friend to Joan 
Dewitt, a longtime member of the Open Door extended 
community, was executed on March 10. And as we go to 
the printer, Mark Mize is scheduled to die on Tuesday, April 
28. Jody Garbison, who began to visit Mark as a Resident 
Volunteer in 2004, will come from Kansas City to be with 
Mark and his family and Georgia advocates during the death 
watch. 

Astoundingly, a three-judge panel of the 11th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals has just denied a further appeal 
for Troy Davis of Georgia, taking from him the opportunity 
to argue his factual innocence. Troy’s innocence is widely 
assumed, and his case has been championed by Amnesty 
International and the powerful, charismatic leadership of 
Troy’s indefatigable sister, Martina Davis Correia. The 
circuit court gave a 30-day stay of execution to allow Troy’s 
attorneys to make a last-ditch appeal to the U.S. Supreme 
Court. Failing that, there is little to stand between Troy and 
the execution chamber. We continue to believe that the power 
of thousands of supporters around the world will somehow 
intervene on behalf of life that Truth might prevail to save 
Troy Davis.

The struggle for justice is alive and well. Keep your 
eyes on the prize and your hand to the freedom plow.

*   *   *     
  
In the meantime, I cannot tell you how much I’m 

enjoying being set free from the chemo regimen! At the fi rst 
of March, my docs said I had had enough chemo for now. 
The lymphoma is not gone, but it has been “pushed back.” 
Because the cancer has morphed into a slow-growing form 
of non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma, it will not likely go completely 
away. But chemotherapy can hopefully keep it “at bay” for 
some time to come. As soon as they said I could travel, Ed 
and I hit the road and enjoyed 10 days of hospitality with 
good friends in Daytona Beach, Florida. The healing of 
walking on the beach and breathing the good salt air was 
wonderful, and we returned to Atlanta strengthened and 
happy. Once again, we thank you for the many prayers that 
go up from prison cells, churches, breakfast tables, cat holes 
and monasteries. It has been ever so clear to us, in this cancer 
journey of 14 years, that my life has been a gift of the many 
prayers and deep love shared with so many of you, faithful 
friends and co-workers.   

 
Murphy Davis is a Partner at the Open Door Community.
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The Open Door 
Community Press

Books

A Work of Hospitality
The Open Door Reader

1982 - 2002

Peter R. Gathje, editor
384 pages

Bibliography and Index
Paperback

$15.00 suggested donation

Sharing the Bread of  Life
Hospitality and Resistance
at the Open Door Community

By Peter R. Gathje

272 pages
45 photographs
Paperback
$10.00 suggested donation

to order:
The Open Door Community 
910 Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E.

Atlanta, GA 30306-4212
404.874.4906

www.opendoorcommunity.org 
If funds are not available, 

copies will be sent at no expense. 

I Hear Hope Banging 
at My Back Door 
Writings from Hospitality

By Eduard Loring
Foreword by Rev. Timothy McDonald III

82 pages
21 photographs
available only online at
www.opendoorcommunity.org

The Festival of Shelters
A Celebration 

for Love and Justice

By Eduard Loring 
with Heather Bargeron
preface by Dick Rustay

 
66 pages

19 color photographs
Paperback

Free for the asking

Frances Pauley
Stories of Struggle and Triumph

Edited by Murphy Davis
Foreword by Julian Bond

89 pages
28 photographs

Paperback
$3.00 suggested donation

A $10 donation covers a one-year 
subscription to Hospitality for a pris-

oner, a friend, or yourself. To give 
the gift of Hospitality, please fi ll out, 

clip, and send this form to:
 

Open Door Community 
910 Ponce de Leon Ave., NE 

Atlanta, GA 30306-4212

this year give  

___Please add me (or my friend) to the 
Hospitality mailing list.

___Please accept my tax deductible 
donation to the Open Door Community.

___I would like to explore a six-
to twelve-month commitment as a 
Resident Volunteer at the Open Door.  
Please contact me. (Also see www.
opendoorcommunity.org for more 
information about RV opportunities.)

name__________________________

address ________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

email___________________________

phone__________________________

HOSPITALITY

volunteer 
needs
at the 

Open Door Community

For more information, 
contact Chuck Harris at 

odcvolunteer@bellsouth.net 
or 770.246.7627

People to accompany Community 
members to doctors’ appointments.

Groups or individuals to make individually 
wrapped meat and cheese sandwiches 
(no bologna, pb&j or white bread, 
please) on whole wheat bread for our 
homeless and hungry friends.

People to cook or bring supper for the 
Community on certain Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, or Thursday evenings.

Volunteers for Monday and Tuesday 
breakfasts (5:50-9:30 a.m.); Wednesday 
soup kitchen (9:40 a.m.-1:30 p.m.); 
Thursday showers (7:30-11:00 a.m.) and 
bag lunch (8:00 a.m.-12 noon).

Volunteers to help staff our foot clinic on 
Wednesday evenings (6:45-9:15 p.m.).

But once again, while the 
rest of the nation increasingly 
recognizes the folly of the 
death penalty, Georgia just 
can’t quite get enough. 
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Cry of the Poor, continued on page 9

Th e Cry of the Poor
Cracking White Male Supremacy –
An Incendiary and Militant Proposal (Part 9)

By Eduard Loring

Editor’s note: This is the ninth in a series of 
articles based on a lecture Eduard gave at 
Stetson University as part of the Howard 
Thurman Lecture Series.

In Atlanta, it is against the law to ask for 
help. One can go to jail for asking for money 
or food in front of Coretta Scott’s and Martin’s 
tomb. Dr. King, Black prophet, oft said, 
“Life’s most persistent and urgent question is, 
what are you doing for others?” But rapacious 
Central Atlanta Progress and the avaricious 
City Council’s “most persistent and urgent 
question” is “how much money did you 
make today? What did you do today to rid our 
city of the poor Black and homeless ones?” 
Love might be an answer, but jail is the only 
solution, says the power elite of Atlanta’s 
White Male Supremacy system with its many 
Black-as-white housekeepers. 

 Dr. King has been castrated with a rusty 
razor blade. White and Black businessmen 
and women, along with white and Black 
politicians, know the streets to power are 
paved with white asphalt and bang on the 
back doors of Coca-Cola, Central Atlanta 
Progress, Georgia-Pacifi c, Home Depot and 
the Republican Party. Some wink at the party 
of white supremacy; some join. Now don’t 
misunderstand me; there are great African-
American leaders in Atlanta: Alice Lovelace, 
Vincent Fort, “Able” Mable Thomas, Rev. 
Timothy McDonald III, Derrick Bozeman; 
Clark Hand, Alicia Thomas Morgan, Rev. 
Ron Lister, Tyrone Brooks, Nancy Abudu 
and John Lewis, among others. But many, 
such as Rev. Andrew Young, Mayor Shirley 
Franklin, Bishop Eddie Long and City 
Council President Lisa Borders, have held 

the razor steady and emasculated our 
King. Why? 

Because Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. is not good for business, be it Black 
or white. Not good for the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, 
with its steely bed life with Georgia 
Power. Not good for the King 
family to make money. Not good for 
capitalism, war or basing social life on 
fear and enemies, including gangsta 
rap and much in the culture of Black 
youths. (See a different interpretation 
in the writings of African-American 
philosopher Michael Dyson.) Not 
good for Atlanta to build its foundation 
on the quicksand of image and as a 
safe place for tourists and business 
conventions far from the cry of the 
poor. 

The real King, that is. The new, 
plastic King of consumer capitalism 
and White Male Supremacy is just 

dandy. Not only did we need to kill his fl esh, 
but since 1968 we have worked to kill his 
spirit, truth and wisdom as well. A hundred 
million dollars for a monument to King in 
the center of the capital that killed him for 
planning to bring a massive Poor People’s 
Campaign to D.C.? What hogwash. What 
a way to trash the man who died for trash 
collectors. To honor the prophet, that 
$100,000,000 should be used as the base to 
rescue the poor from poverty. Shame on us 
who praise the prophets whom our ancestors 
killed. Or, as Jesus said in a mode of anger 
and aggression that I would never use (what 
about you?):

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the 
prophets and decorate the graves of the 
righteous, and you say, ‘If we had lived in 
the days of our ancestors, we would not 
have taken part with them in shedding the 
blood of the prophets.’ Thus you testify 
against yourselves that you are descendants 
of those who murdered the prophets. Fill 
up, then, the measure of your ancestors. You 
snakes, you brood of vipers! How can you 
escape being sentenced to hell?” (Matthew 
23:29-33, New Revised Standard Version) 

Martin King was a democratic 
socialist. He practiced and preached against 
war and for structural changes in the U.S. 
economy that would include a “Bill of 
Rights for the Disadvantaged.” He called for 
a “revolution of values” to bring America 
toward the vision of our Jeffersonian 
Revolution:

 We hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men [and women] are created equal, 

that they are endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable Rights, that among these 
are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. 
That to secure these rights, Governments are 
instituted among Men [and women], deriving 
their just powers from the consent of the 
governed.

– Thomas Jefferson, The Declaration of 
Independence, July 4, 1776

 No one can claim Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. and support the death penalty. No 
one can claim him and support the war in 
Iraq. Both of which Andy Young has done. 
No one can claim King and join the move to 
push homeless people out of public places in 
urban America instead of housing them. No 
one can claim him and practice homophobia 
or campaign against homosexual marriage. 
“Civil marriage is a civil right.” No one can 
claim King and not vote for left-of-center 
candidates. No one can claim him and not 
work for a nonviolent revolution, American 
style, which is a “Poor People’s Campaign.” 
As King said in his “Beyond Vietnam” speech 
on April 4, 1967: “Our only hope today lies in 
our ability to recapture the revolutionary spirit 
and go out into a sometimes hostile world 
declaring eternal hostility to poverty, racism 
and militarism.” (Emphasis added)

Murder and Marketing
 So dirty questions came to the White 

Male Supremacists. As President Lyndon 
Baines Johnson asked, “What can we do with 
this ni--er preacher?” Well, get rid of him, 
of course. The American Empire is Number 
One; we brook no serious opposition. 

 First, Republican J. Edgar Hoover, 
director of the FBI, tried to get King to 
commit suicide. Didn’t work. So then he 
must be murdered. What better way to get 
the will of the rich White Male Supremacists 
accomplished than to use a poor white man? 
Works all the time. That is why there was 
such a revival of the Ku Klux Klan during the 
Reagan presidency. 

King went one night to the Mountaintop 
at Mason Temple in Memphis. The following 
evening he opened the door, took two steps 
out onto his balcony at the Lorraine Motel, 
and there, with his head blown to bits in the 
manner of JFK’s fi ve years before, Rev. 
Martin King began his declension.

Lest we forget. Once upon a time, there 
was a White Male Supremacist policeman 
who saw the truth clearly. On the night of 
the bombing of Martin’s and Coretta’s home 
in Montgomery, Alabama on January 30, 
1956, King left a church meeting and sped 
home. There he quelled an angry crowd and 
called for renewal of the commitment to 
nonviolence. He called for love and peace 
among the African-Americans who were 

walking and dying for courtesy and justice 
on the Montgomery buses. Late in the 
evening, after the crowd had gone home, 
this policeman turned to a reporter and said 
what we may yet all learn: “I will be honest 
with you. I was terrifi ed. I owe my life to that 
ni--er preacher, and so do all the other white 
people who were there.” (Stephen Oates, 
“Let the Trumpet Sound,” page 90)

The dirty question confronting the 
Powers and the American Domination 
System was and is: How do we market this 
man?

Today he is known for his adulterous 
sexual exploits, plagiarism, his vision of 
“Black and white together” and his “I Have 
a Dream” speech. Many Web sites try to 
confuse and refute King’s message of peace 
and justice. Books are published that try to 
turn him into a White Male Supremacist. 
The Republicans and the Christian (sic) 
Right claim him as someone who is opposed 
to helping the poor and disinherited. Rev. 
Andrew Young says that if King were alive 
today, he would support the Iraq war. Why 
must we crucify King’s truth? Because he 
is a threat to the system of white power 
and human greed. “Save money. Besmirch 
King.”

From Prophets to Profits
The killers of the dream lift from King’s 

fi ght for equality words that will someday 
radicalize America’s future toward justice: “I 
have a dream that my four little children will 
one day live in a nation where they will not 
be judged by the color of their skin but by the 
content of their character.” That dream is a 
thousand miles away. Look at what Barack 
Hussein Obama is going through today. Yes, 
this Black man is president of the USA. King 
died working to make this a reality. All the 
while, conservatives make money and build 
Sarah Palin-like power from their use of this 
dream-statement torn brutally from King’s 
meaning and truth.

 “A text without a context is a pretext,” 
contextualizes Howard Thurman. To use 
King’s “content of character” remark to 

King’s memorials in 
Atlanta are capitalistic 
business ventures, 
pro-tourism, wealth 
and prosperity at 
the expense of the 
disinherited.
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City Hall

5:00 pm
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Monday
Grady Hospital
5:00 pm 
John 12:1-11  Dick Rustay leads the circle in 
prayer for Grady’s historic mission — quality 
health care for all who are ill or injured (left). 

Tuesday
City Jail

5:00 pm
Luke 22:1-6, 31-34, 54-62  Mike 
Vosburg-Casey leads the circle in 
worship refl ecting on the jail as a 

symbol of our betrayal of the poor and 
our betrayal of God’s trust to care for 

the human family (above right).

Wednesday
Woodruff Park

5:00 pm
Mark 11:15-19 Heather Bargeron leads our refl ection on the 
cleansing of the Temple, where Jesus shows us how to tear 
down the materialism and greed that cause oppression and 

segregation (right). Franciscan Brother David Buer, our 
friend from Tucson, Arizona, blesses the ones who will join 
him on Atlanta’s streets for the next 24 hours (above right).
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Mark 14:12-26  Jesus eats and drinks with his friends. During the Eucharist service, Ira 
Terrell receives from Ron Santoni as Leo Chang waits (above left), and Eduard Loring 

serves Barbara Schenk as Winston Robarts assists her (above center). Calvin Kimbrough 
leads singing (far right) with Peter (playing guitar) and Matthew Crooke.



Easter Morning
910 Ponce de Leon Avenue
9:00 am 
Luke 24:1-12, John 20:1-18  After a fi ne breakfast of grits, ham, scrambled eggs, sweet rolls, coffee 
and orange juice with our friends from the streets, we gather in the front yard to hear Eduard Loring 
(left) proclaim, “Jesus Christ is risen! The powers of death and oppression are defeated!” Amen! 
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Holy Week 
2009

Good Friday
Georgia State Capitol
5:00 pm 
Luke 22:47-53, 22:63-23:49  Murphy Davis presents the Passion 
narrative through the eyes of the Family of the Executed (left).  

Holy Saturday
Pine Street Shelter

5:00 pm 
Matthew 27:57-66  Nelia Kimbrough leads us through the 
Litany of the Tombs (right). Tony Rust (below right) calls 
us to the chanted response “The odor of death surrounds 

us. This tomb stinks!” Leo Chang reports on the previous 
24 hours of vigiling on the streets of Atlanta (below).

Holy Saturday
The Front Yard at 910

7:00 pm 
The Easter Vigil begins with a fried chicken dinner 

served by our friends from the Celebrations Sunday 
School Class at Peachtree Presbyterian Church. Jane 
Ingols offers food and a smile to each person (right).

A
m
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But I think that image is helpful for us to get 
our minds around the complexity of social 
boundaries being violated and the tension 
among the characters in the story before us.

And what is Jesus’ fi rst response to 
this act of trespass? He makes the boundary 
explicit. He responds as any normal Jewish 
man in fi rst-century Palestine would, which 
is what is so troubling about this text. He 
defends the collective honor of his people. 
“Let the children be fed fi rst, for it is not fair 
to take the children’s food and throw it to the 
dogs” (Verse 27).

Confronting Hypocrisy
Many feminist biblical scholars have 

addressed Jesus’ disturbing comparison of 
this woman and her community to “dogs.” 
I would like to take a closer look at the fi rst 
part of Jesus’ response: “Let the children be 
fed fi rst.” This suggests a symbolic theme 
that has been very signifi cant in Mark’s 
account up to this point – the theme of 
eating and access to the table. The Greek 
word translated here as “fed” can also 
mean “satisfi ed.” It is the same word Mark 
uses in the previous chapter to describe the 
feeding of the fi ve thousand. All ate and were 
“satisfi ed” (6:42). Now Jesus tells this Gentile 
woman that she and her people do not have 
priority to be satisfi ed.

In the passage just preceding our text 
for today, Jesus enters into controversy with 
the Pharisees because his disciples are eating 
without properly cleansing their hands in the 
traditional ancient Jewish purity ritual. That 
encounter bears further examination because, 
like Jesus’ encounter with the Syrophoenician 
woman, what is at issue is the question of 
who does and does not have access to the 
table and the gifts of God.

It is important to clarify fi rst that the 
rites of purifi cation with which the Pharisees 
were concerned have nothing to do with 
hygiene. This is not like when your momma 
made you wash your hands before you came 
to the dinner table. This is about a symbolic 
removal of impurity. These practices function 
politically and socially to defi ne and protect 
the Jewish community’s boundaries. How 
one eats, with whom one eats, and what one 
eats refl ect one’s status in the social hierarchy. 

Furthermore, these rituals represent a 
boundary between private and public 
space. They are a means of keeping oneself 
and one’s household protected from the 
“contamination” of the public marketplace in 
which rich and poor, clean and unclean, Jew 
and Gentile are liable to mix and mingle.

In the summer of 2003, Atlanta Mayor 
Shirley Franklin issued a “decree” that 
banned individuals and groups from offering 
food without a permit in public parks. This 
decree was particularly directed at groups 
who regularly brought food to share with 
poor and hungry people in Woodruff Park 
downtown. She claimed that she was 

concerned about hygiene, 
that serving public meals 
outside is “unsanitary.” 
Malarkey! That was a 
pretext to enact a policy 
that prevented business 
people, students and 
tourists from having to 
encounter homeless and 
hungry people as they 
meandered through this 
public space. It was about 
maintaining the segregation 
of rich and poor in the city. 
What was and what is 
unsanitary is the condition 
of homelessness! And it is 
the city’s policies regarding 
housing and development 
that create and maintain 
that condition.

This is precisely the kind of hypocrisy 
that Jesus confronts in the Pharisees. They 
are the border guards, attempting to protect 
the integrity of the community by excluding 
and oppressing the poor and the outcast. 
Jesus calls them on it, and he says that it’s not 
what goes into the body that makes it unclean 
or contaminates it. Given the context, “the 
body” serves here as a metaphor for the body 
politic, the community. Instead, it’s what 
comes from “the heart,” that is, the moral 
center of the community, that determines 
its integrity. Mark comments that in saying 
this, Jesus declared all foods clean. In other 
words, Jewish purity and dietary codes no 
longer function as the boundary to prevent 
the poor and Gentiles from having access to 
the table.

Jesus Loses an Argument
So it’s interesting to keep this 

background in mind as we turn back to 
Jesus’ interaction with the Syrophoenician 
woman that directly follows this controversy. 
Our practice is always the true test of 
our faith, our understanding. How do we 
respond when it’s our table, our honor, our 
“manhood,” our status that is threatened? 
The Syrophoenician woman pushes the 
boundary to the breaking point, asserting her 
right and that of her children (her daughter) 
to the table, too. She turns Jesus’ words back 
on him in a direct affront to his privileged 
status. “Even the dogs under the table eat the 
children’s crumbs” (Verse 28).

Here is this woman, a walking case 
study for the very lesson of inclusivity 
that Jesus has just covered with his own 
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foreign to Jesus, a Gentile woman, who 
exhibits this kind of bold faith and, in so 
doing, pushes Jesus to act in full accordance 
with his call. In this passage, it seems that 
even Jesus is still learning what it means 
to be God’s Anointed One and to fully 
trust in God’s Way of radical love. And the 
clarifi cation of his identity comes from a 
most unlikely source.

A Scandalous Situation
Jesus sets out from Judea and enters 

the region of Tyre. In Mark’s account, this 
is Jesus’ fi rst entry into Gentile territory. It is 
the fi rst time he steps out of his community 
of origin into unknown territory. And all 
indications are that he is not comfortable. 
He enters a house and does not want to be 
seen or heard. Homes are signifi cant places 
in Mark’s story. They often serve as the sites 
for Jesus’ teaching and practice of hospitality 
and healing. But Mark makes it clear that 
that is not the case here. Jesus is hiding, and 
this house serves as protection from potential 
public encounters.

It is not unlike the house at 910 Ponce 
de Leon Avenue. Sometimes 910 functions 
as a symbol of welcome and hospitality to 
friends and strangers in need. And sometimes 
it symbolizes a boundary line, a place to hide. 
As someone who has done a bit of house 
duty at the Open Door, I can very much 
identify with Jesus’ intentions here. It’s a 
long day, after 120 to 200 people have come 
into the house to eat breakfast or lunch, to 
get showers, clothing, MARTA cards, shoes 
and lots of other particular emotional and 
spiritual needs met. Now it’s 2 p.m. We’ve 
fi nished serving. We’ve cleaned up. The door 
is closed. And the doorbell rings .…

“Yet he could not escape notice…” 
(Verse 24). We cannot keep the door closed 
forever. Once we’ve heard and engaged the 
cry of the poor, we cannot hide from it for 
very long. There is always another knock, 
another need, another hungry person, another 
sick or injured person who needs medicine 
or needs to get to Grady Hospital. So, like so 
many people who come knocking after the 
door is closed, this woman fi nds Jesus out.

Now it’s easy for us to miss the scandal 
of the situation in this story, because we 
are far removed from the social propriety 
required in ancient Roman culture. First of 
all, it would have been inconceivable for an 
unknown, unrelated woman to approach a 
man in a private residence. Secondly, having 
a daughter with an unclean spirit implicates 
this woman herself as unclean. According to 
ancient Jewish belief, for one individual to 
be possessed by an evil spirit contaminates 
the entire family. Worse yet, this is a Gentile 
woman soliciting help from a Jewish man. 
Mark especially doesn’t want us to miss 
that point: “The woman was a Gentile, of 
Syrophoenician origin” (Verse 26).

The closest parallel I can imagine in a 
21st-century setting is perhaps a homeless 
African-American woman with AIDS 
showing up in Gov. Sonny Perdue’s dining 
room and asking for a healing. This is by no 
means to equate Jesus with Sonny Perdue! 

community. Yet, at least at fi rst, he assumes 
the role of his previous opponents, the 
Pharisees. First Jesus attempts to hide himself 
from public encounters, and then his response 
when approached by this outsider is to defend 
the boundary line, to preserve his privilege 
and deny her right to be satisfi ed.

There are a lot of boundaries imposed 
at the Open Door Community, too, and for a 
lot of good reasons. They come out of a long 
history and the wisdom of the Partners who 
have committed themselves to this life and 
work. Most often they are intended to protect 
the most vulnerable in our community, such 
as addicts and alcoholics, women, and gay 
and lesbian sisters and brothers. Even the 
boundary of closing the front door at a set 
hour or after a certain number of folks have 
been served was created with the intention 
of preserving hospitality. Each person who 
comes to the door deserves to be treated with 
respect and love, and in order to offer that 
(because we are human beings with limited 
“wells” of physical and emotional energy), we 
have to set limits on the number of people we 
will serve on any given day. But just because 
those boundaries come out of the longevity 
and wisdom of this community doesn’t mean 
that we’ve got it down. We continue to discern 
our practice of God’s abundant love with each 
knock at the door and in our encounters with 
each new weirdo who moves into the house. 
Our relationships, our walking the path of 
discipleship, especially into strange and even 
frightening territory, is how we clarify God’s 
call for our lives.

In the end, what is striking about this 
story is that Jesus responds to this woman’s 
challenge with humility and with healing. 
This is, in fact, the only argument in Mark 
that Jesus doesn’t win. In contrast to his sharp 
rebuke of Peter that we will see in the second 
text, Jesus concedes the argument to this 
woman and satisfi es her need. Her daughter is 
healed. Jesus lets down his guard and allows 
his privilege to be severely affronted for the 
sake of inclusive love. In his teaching and 
now in his practice, Jesus clarifi es that he and 
his community must suffer indignity and open 
their table to Gentiles. In a society based on 
honor and class, this is a radical proposal.

And it is this most unlikely teacher, this 
foreign woman, who nudges Jesus closer to 
the understanding that to live for God’s love 
inherently means dying to the boundaries and 
privilege that the Powers have convinced us 
make us who we are: gender, race, education, 
religion, wealth, sexual orientation. To 
identify with the God movement is to identify 
with the other, the outcast, the “dogs,” and 
thus to be disgraced. And inevitably, not 
protecting ourselves from the infl uence of 
those who have been marginalized will bring 
the backlash of the Powers who call for 
conformity and complacency. Our hospitality 
and welcome to the other leads to our 
resistance to the power of domination.

Hemmed-in Lives
So this leads us to the second passage 

before us in which Jesus speaks to the 
consequences of his identity as God’s 
Anointed One, of his choice to renounce 
all forms of domination and exclusivity. In 

Claudia Nietsch-Ochs
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Join us as a 
Resident 
Volunteer

Contact: Chuck Harris 
 at odcvolunteer@bellsouth.net 

or 770.246.7627
For information and application forms visit 

www.opendoorcommunity.org

Live in a residential Christian community.

Serve Jesus Christ in 
the hungry, homeless, and imprisoned. 

Join street actions and 
loudandloving nonviolent demonstrations. 

Enjoy regular retreats and 
meditation time at Dayspring Farm.

Join Bible study and 
theological reflections from the Base.  

You might come to the margins and 
find your center.

Calvin Kimbrough

The Open Door 
needs 2,000 
sandwiches to 
serve each week!

Please Help!

We need
meat & cheese 

sandwiches    
(no bologna, pb&j or 
white bread, please)  

 individually wrapped
 on whole wheat bread.

Thank You!

Cry of the Poor, continued from page 5

fi ght the gains of the Civil Rights Movement, as Republicans 
among others have been doing for years, is propagandistic at 
best. That interpretation is like arguing that Supreme Court 
Justice John Harlan, white Southerner and lone dissenter in 
the 1896 Plessy v. Ferguson decision which upheld racial 
segregation, was speaking for segregation when he wrote, 
“Our constitution is color-blind, and neither knows nor 
tolerates classes among citizens.” Goodgodalmighty.

Those who use these words of King to oppose the 
gains of the Civil Rights Movement are like those in the 
Christian Right who argue that Jesus Christ supports war and 
opposes human rights for gays and lesbians and statehood for 
Palestinians. Where we gonna run to when the ship comes in?

There are little enclaves of resisters and what Michael 
Dyson calls the “Radical Remnant” of King’s legacy and 
way. But King’s memorials in Atlanta are capitalistic business 
ventures, pro-tourism, pro-wealth and prosperity at the 
expense of the disinherited. For the vast majority, Martin 
Luther King Jr. is a gelding. In fact, this loud, majestic and 
courageous martyr has been blended into the Domination 
System as icon and guarantee that White Male Supremacy is 
at rest in Zion. Peace will come through superior violence in 
war and strong police on the streets, the cultural, prison and 
military chaplains tell us. The hope in Atlanta is to move all 
poor people out of the city.

You can fi nd the real King alive and well in small 
places in Atlanta: the Southern Center for Human Rights, 
First Iconium Baptist Church, Oakhurst Presbyterian Church, 
WRFG (“Radio Free Georgia”), the Martin Luther King 
Jr. Campaign for Economic Justice, Derrick Boazman’s 
programming on WOAK and New Life Covenant Church, 
among others. But for people who are hungry, afraid of the 
police, homeless and abandoned in our front yard at 4:30 
a.m., Martin Luther King Jr. is hidden. This radical prophet 
and the best hope for humankind to make it out of our present 
historical disaster and ecological catastrophe has been stolen 
from the poor and oppressed. Falsifi ed is he, like Jesus the 
Human One before him.

Martin and Jesus share this fate. Before his 
domestication, Jesus (his name means “deliverer”) was 
a radical Jew who came to tear this fi lthy rotten system 
down. Jesus and Martin have the holy task to heal us and 
the nations. Both teach us to “study war no more.” Yet both 
prophets today are used by the Domination System to make 
war, profi ts and to oppress the poor and the victims of white 
history.

 “Love is the only solution, and love comes with 
community,” proclaims Dorothy Day over and over again. 
She is correct. Here is our way out. Martin Luther King Jr. 
helps us get there. How?  

Part 10 will appear next month.

Eduard Loring is a Partner at the Open Door Community.

the conversation leading up to this point, we see that Peter 
has no trouble naming Jesus as the Messiah. And for Peter, 
the Messiah is the one who will lead the Jewish people in 
overthrowing the power of Empire and restoring Israel to its 
rightful place of honor before God and the world.

But when Jesus says that to be God’s representative 
means to be rejected, disgraced and even killed by the 
political and religious Powers that be, that is too much to 
take. Peter does not comprehend Jesus’ identifi cation with the 
despised, with those at the bottom of the social hierarchy. He 
cannot see how Jesus’ choice to accept the Empire’s ultimate 
consequence, execution, is an exposure and repudiation of the 
Powers of domination.

Peter does not understand. And what have we seen as 
the way to understand? Faith. Practice. Following on the Way. 
This is why Jesus tells Peter to “get behind” (8:33). Jesus is 
not telling Peter to get away from him, as some translations 
render this verse. Jesus is putting Peter back in his place as a 
disciple, as a follower. “Get in line,” Jesus says, “come with 
me, practice this way of love.” And then he tells the disciples, 
the crowd, and us what it means to come with him. In fact, 
he specifi es dying to the power of exclusion and domination 
as central to God’s call for our lives. He says, “For those who 
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their 
life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it” 
(Verse 35).

The word translated as “save” is the Greek word 
peripoiein. It literally means “to make around,” as in the 
drawing of a property line. In other words, those who attempt 
to hem their life in will lose it. Walter Wink translates this 
verse in this way: “Those who try to make their life secure 
will lose it, but those who lose their life will keep it.”

Jesus is not calling for self-denial in the sense of 
self-hatred, or the denial of one’s individual needs. That is 
an interpretation of this passage that has been particularly 
detrimental to women and poor people in their struggle to 
assert their full humanity. This is about rejecting the lie that 
my needs, my world view, my religious ideology, my culture, 
my dignity are the center of the universe and that my mission 
in life is to protect myself and to alienate and control others. 
Jesus tells us that that is not life; that is death. We are dead 
in that we have isolated ourselves and others in a way that is 
foreign to the essence of our humanity. We are dead in that 
we have been socialized into fear of others and practices 
of injustice and violence. And as Wink says, by a kind of 
“heavenly homeopathy,” we must swallow what killed us in 
order to come to life.

Sitting Down With ‘Dogs’
There is no helping it. We have been raised and formed 

in the midst of the Domination System. Along with all the 
good and necessary boundaries and practices that our families 
and communities have taught us, we have also learned 
white racism, heterosexism, male chauvinism, insatiable 
materialism, religious privilege, false patriotism, and violence 
and war as the solution to confl ict. And the Powers are very 
adaptable. They continue to develop ways to further alienate 
us, to literally wall us off from one another.

This is perhaps nowhere more evident than in our 
prison system and, more and more, in our incarceration of 
immigrants in this country. Recently I have been part of 
efforts to organize visitation to a nearby detention center for 
women immigrants. I learned that this facility’s standard 
policy prevents a visitor from being in the same room 
with, or even on the other side of a glass window from, the 
detainee. The “visits” take place via video and are limited 
to 20 minutes. Much like the Syrophoenician woman, the 
vast majority of these women have not committed any crime 
other than crossing a border in order to satisfy the needs of 
their children. But the system would have us believe that 
they are violent threats to our society. The Powers are highly 
adept at developing techniques to reinforce our fears and our 
alienation from one another.

But at some point we must regain our lives, our 

humanity. For this is the will of the God of inclusive love. So 
we must die to our learned preference for domination. We 
must open the door and sit down at the table with the one we 
used to call a dog, or the one who used to call us a dog. As 
Jesus’ encounter with the Syrophoenician woman clarifi es, 
we must be willing to risk our dignity and our community’s 
dignity for the sake of love.

And, as Jesus clarifi es to the disciples, we must be 
willing to face the inevitable persecution that comes with 
rejecting the practices of exclusion and domination. We must 
be willing to identify and suffer with “the dogs” in order to 
save our life in the God of all life.

This is the call to those who represent the God 
movement – to die to domination and death in order to live for 
love and life. May we grow in our understanding of our call 
as we continue to walk the Way together.  

Melissa, Caleb, Abigail and Robbie Turner stopped 
by 910 for a visit in February. Robbie fi rst served as a 

Resident Volunteer at the Open Door Community in 2000. 
Then he and Melissa joined us in the fall of 2004 shortly 
after their marriage. They now live in Lexington, Virginia 

where Robbie is on the staff of Washington and Lee 
University. What a great joy to see their growing family!
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230 times, according to researchers at the Department of the 
Navy Historical Center. They list more than 60 U.S. military 
actions since World War II.

While the focus of most Memorial Day activities 
will be on American military dead, no effort is made to try 
to identify or remember the military or civilians of other 
countries who have died in the same actions. For example, 
the government reports 432 U.S. military dead in Afghanistan 
and surrounding areas but has refused to disclose civilian 
casualties. “We don’t do body counts,” said General Tommy 
Franks.

Most Americans know that World War I took a terrible 
toll of American lives –  more than 116,000 killed. But how 
many Americans know that more than 9 million soldiers from 
other countries and perhaps another 7 million civilians also 
died during World War I?

In World War II, about 417,000 U.S. soldiers were 
killed. Worldwide, an estimated 72 million soldiers and 
civilians died.

The United States has 
not only the largest and most 
expensive military on the planet, 
but also the most active. Since 
World War II, we have used 
military force in these places:

 Greece, 1947-49: 
More than 500 U.S. military 
advisers are sent into Greece 
to administer hundreds of 
millions of dollars in aid 
during a civil war.
 Turkey, 1947-49: 
More than 400 U.S. military 
advisers are sent into Turkey 
to help it resist Soviet 
expansionism.
 Korea, 1950-53: Some 
36,576 American service 
members die while serving 
in the Korean War, while 
another 17,670 U.S. military deaths occur during this 
period outside the Korean theater of battle.
 Lebanon, 1958: U.S. amphibious Marines 
and soldiers land in Beirut to bolster the pro-Western 
government during a political crisis there; about 
14,000 men are involved.
 Haiti, 1959: U.S. troops, Marines and naval 
forces land in Haiti to support military dictator 
Francois “Papa Doc” Duvalier against rebels.
 Vietnam, 1959-75: More than 58,000 
Americans are killed in the Vietnam War.
 Cuba, 1962: During the Cuban Missile Crisis, 
U.S. Navy and Marine forces blockade the island.
 Panama, 1964: U.S. troops, stationed in the U.S. 
Canal Zone since 1903, use gunfi re and tear gas to 
quell rioting.
 Laos, 1964-1973: The United States fl ies 
approximately 580,000 bombing runs over the 
country, dropping more than 2 million tons of bombs – 
double the amount dropped on Nazi Germany during 
World War II. More than 80 million cluster bombs 
are dropped on Laos; 10 to 30 percent do not explode, 
leaving somewhere between 8 and 24 million scattered 
across the country. After the bombing stops, more than 
5,700 Laotians are killed by leftover bombs, a toll that 
continues to rise by two or three every month.
 Dominican Republic, 1965-66: U.S. Marines 
and Army troops land in the Dominican Republic 
during a civil war; eventually 23,000 are stationed 
there.
 Cambodia, 1969-1975: U.S. and South 
Vietnamese jets drop more than 539,000 tons of 

bombs on Cambodia – three times the number dropped 
on Japan during World War II.
 Iran, 1980: During the Iranian hostage crisis, 
eight U.S. soldiers die in a rescue attempt dubbed 
Operation Desert One.
 Libya, 1981: Planes from the USS Nimitz shoot 
down two Libyan jets over the Gulf of Sidra in the 
Mediterranean Sea.
 Lebanon, 1982-83: More than 1,200 U.S. 
Marines are deployed into the country during a civil 
war; 241 U.S. service members are killed in a suicide 
bombing.
 Grenada, 1983: U.S. Army troops and Marines 
invade; 19 Americans are killed.
 Honduras, 1983: More than 1,000 U.S. 
troops and National Guard members are deployed 
in Honduras to help in the contra fi ght against the 
government of neighboring Nicaragua.

 El Salvador, 1983-1991: More than 150 U.S. 
soldiers take part in the country’s civil war as military 
advisers.
 Libya, 1986: U.S. Naval air strikes hit hundreds 
of targets – airfi elds, barracks and defense networks.
 Bolivia, 1986: U.S. troops assist in raids on 
cocaine growers.
 Iran, 1987: During the Iran-Iraq War, American 
warships shell two Iranian oil platforms in an attack 
dubbed Operation Nimble Archer.
 Iran, 1988: The U.S. warship Vincennes shoots 
down an Iranian passenger airliner, an Airbus A300, 
over the Persian Gulf, killing all 290 people aboard. 
The U.S. says it thought the plane was an Iranian 
military jet.
 Libya, 1989: U.S. Navy planes shoot down two 
Libyan jets over the Mediterranean Sea.
 Philippines, 1989: U.S. jets provide air cover to 
Philippine troops during a coup attempt.
 Panama, 1989-90: U.S. Army, Air Force and 
Navy forces invade Panama to arrest President Manuel 
Noriega on drug charges. The United Nations puts the 
civilian death toll at 500.
 Persian Gulf War, 1991: More than 500,000 
U.S. troops are deployed and more than 700 American 
soldiers die in the war to oust Iraq from Kuwait 
following its invasion of that country.
 Somalia, 1992-93: More than 1,300 U.S. 
Marines and Army Special Forces land in 1992, and 
more than 10,000 American forces are ultimately 
involved in Operation Provide Relief, Operation 
Restore Hope and Operation Continue Hope. More 

than 40 U.S. soldiers are killed.
 Yugoslavia, 1992-96: The U.S. Navy joins in a 
blockade of Yugoslavia in the Adriatic Sea.
 Bosnia, 1993: U.S. jets patrol a no-fl y zone in 
Operation Deny Flight, and U.S. ships launch cruise 
missile attacks on Bosnian Serbs.
 Haiti, 1994: In Operation Uphold Democracy, 
a U.S.-led force of 20,000 invades to restore the 
country’s president.
 Sudan, 1998: In Operation Infi nite Reach, U.S. 
cruise missiles are fi red at a pharmaceutical plant 
thought to be a terrorist center.
 Afghanistan, 1998: Also as part of Operation 
Infi nite Reach, the U.S. fi res 75 cruise missiles at four 
camps believed to train terrorists.
 Iraq, 1998: After weapons inspectors report 
Iraqi obstructions, the U.S. Navy bombs Iraq with 
striker jets and cruise missiles in an attack dubbed 

Operation Desert Fox.
Yugoslavia, 1999: The 

U.S. takes part in months of 
bombing and cruise missile 
strikes during the war in 
Kosovo.

Macedonia, 2001: The 
U.S. military lands troops 
during a civil war.

Afghanistan and 
elsewhere, 2001 to present: 
The U.S. conducts Operation 
Enduring Freedom, primarily 
in Afghanistan, Pakistan and 
Uzbekistan; 432 Americans 
are killed in those countries. 
Another 64 are killed in other 
locations associated with 
Operation Enduring Freedom: 
Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, 
Jordan, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan, 
the Philippines, Seychelles, 

Sudan, Tajikistan, Turkey, Yemen and Guantanamo 
Bay. The U.S. military estimates that more than 8,000 
Afghan troops and more than 3,500 Afghan civilians 
are killed.
 Yemen, 2002: The U.S. attacks Al Qaeda targets 
with predator drone missiles.
 Philippines, 2002: The U.S. dispatches more 
than 1,800 troops and Special Forces in a mission with 
the Philippine military.
 Colombia, 2003-04: Some 800 U.S. service 
personnel back up Colombian troops during a civil 
war.
 Iraq, 2003 to present: In Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, 4,274 U.S. military members are killed as of 
April 2009. Iraq Body Count reports more than 90,000 
documented deaths of Iraqi civilians, and the British 
medical journal Lancet estimates more than 655,000 
civilian deaths. 
 Haiti, 2004: U.S. troops land in Haiti after the 
elected president is forced to fl ee.
 Pakistan, 2005: The U.S. mounts air strikes 
against suspected Al Qaeda targets, killing mostly 
civilians.
 Somalia, 2007: A U.S. Air Force gunship 
attacks suspected Al Qaeda members, and the U.S. 
Navy joins in a blockade against Islamic rebels.

The United States has the most powerful and 
expensive military force in the world. It is the biggest arms 
merchant. And it has been the most aggressive in intervening 
worldwide. If Memorial Day in the U.S. is supposed to be 
about praying for peace, the nation has a lot of praying (and 
changing) to do.  

Brian Kavanagh
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Grace and Peaces of Mail

May 2009

As I read Steve Clemens’ “Why I Don’t ‘Support the 
Troops’ ” in the February Hospitality, I immediately knew I 
disagreed with him and had to say so.

I would certainly agree that it is sad when a person 
is trained to kill another person and then is expected to do 
so without questioning or doubting either the act or the 
circumstances surrounding the act. It is also sad to learn of 
someone who has been permanently scarred by either the 
committing of such an act or as a result of being continually 
immersed in an environment in which such acts are daily or 
even hourly occurrences. 

I would also not deny that when nations or leaders/
decision-makers make poor decisions, individuals may be 
thrown into situations and environments that they might never 
have imagined nor could have anticipated and that, even if 
they could have imagined or anticipated them, they should 
not have been put into those situations.

I will even agree with Mr. Clemens that the projection 
of American military power is often related to the desire to 
protect and further American economic interests abroad.

Having said this, the question for me is not whether it 
is right or wrong, moral or immoral to kill another human 
being, but rather under what circumstances it may become 
necessary.

Unfortunately, in my lifetime we have seen numerous 
examples of “wars” and “police actions” that were regarded 
by many as unnecessary or wrong, and most of them ended 
either in defeat or stalemate after thousands or even tens of 
thousands of lives had been lost and other tens of thousands 
of lives had been altered by wounds, both physical and 
psychological. If we look only at these examples, it is easy 
not to “support the troops,” as clearly was the case during the 
Vietnam era, or to ignore and then forget those who fought, as 
was the case in the Korean confl ict. 

It is easy to hold up our involvement in Iraq and 
Afghanistan as wrong, but these are just the current 
manifestations of what has always been wrong with human 
civilization. Mr. Clemens writes as if only the United States 
constitutes an empire or a domination system, apparently 
ignoring the fact that others are running their own domination 
systems and would like to impose their will and their way of 
life upon others.

I wonder, though, what Mr. Clemens’ attitude might 
have been on December 8, 1941, when, confronted with the 
very real threat of totalitarian aggression and domination in 
both Europe and the Pacifi c, the United States had to consider 
the alternative of either fi ghting (read killing) or being 
subjugated by either Germany or Japan. 

Obviously, the nation chose to fi ght and to kill as many 
of the enemy as necessary to stop them from going any 
farther. In the process, millions of people lost their lives, not 
because the United States killed them (though kill we did), but 
because we and our allies could not prevent all of the killing.

In the process, a lot of young Americans and others 
were taught how to kill, and many were killed themselves. 
But, because they knew how to kill and were willing to kill, 
many more people all over the world survived, and today we 
live in a world better than the one that would have emerged 
following a victory by the Axis powers.

I do not fault Mr. Clemens for not wanting our young 
people to be misused and abused by the state. Neither do I. I 
do not fault him for criticizing the practice of recruiting people 
too young or immature to know who they are or what they 
believe or what they want out of life. I don’t support those 
tactics either. But I don’t think these are the ultimate issues 
being discussed here.

I certainly would like to live in a world where no 
one kills anyone else and we could all live in peace and 

harmony. Individuals and collections of individuals (nations) 
would be nice to each other and avoid confl ict at all costs. 
Unfortunately, that is not the world we have nor ever have 
had.

The real question is not whether there will be killing. 
The question we must ask, individually and collectively, is, 
under what circumstances is killing going to occur and who is 
going to be killed?

When we fi nally strip away all the rhetoric and 
posturing, the question is what would I do if I were confronted 
with the imminent death of a loved one by violence. If I had 
a gun and someone pointed their gun at my child and told me 
s/he was going to kill that child on the count of three, would 
I pull the trigger and kill that person before the count was 
completed? If someone went at my wife with a knife, would 
I pull the trigger and, if need be, kill that person before s/he 
could stab her?

“First they came for the Communists, but I was not 
a Communist – so I said nothing. Then they came for the 
Social Democrats, but I was not a Social Democrat – so I did 
nothing. Then they came for the trade unionists, but I was 
not a trade unionist. And then they came for the Jews, but I 
was not a Jew – so I did little. Then when they came for me, 
there was no one left who could stand up for me.” – Martin 
Niemoeller

If I had lived in Germany in 1938, would I have spoken 
up when Kristallnacht made it clear that Jews were being 
attacked by the Nazis? Would I have done something in 1941, 
when the “fi nal solution” was instigated? Would I have acted 
in 1944? When would I fi nally have taken a stand? Or would 
I have simply surrendered and boarded a train to Auschwitz 
because I would not fi ght – and kill – and neither would 
anyone else? 

In the fi nal analysis, the question is not whether I 
“support the troops.” The important questions are: Where 
do we draw the line? When do we draw the line? And how 
do we draw the line? These are the questions we must ask. 
Unfortunately, the answers are seldom easy or clear cut.

If you choose not to support the troops, that is your 
privilege, but I ask you to try to imagine that your son, 
daughter, husband, wife, brother, father or mother is in grave 
danger, regardless of whether it is his or her fault or intention, 
and determine whether you “support” that person, whatever 
that word may mean to you or anyone else.

John Ehlers
Marietta, Georgia

Steve Clemens replies:
I want to thank Mr. Ehlers for taking my article 

seriously. Unless/until we are willing to engage and learn 
from one another, we won’t have either democracy or 
discipleship.

In reading his response, the fi fth paragraph most clearly 
marks our differences. He is focusing on when violence is 
necessary, while my focus is on attempting to evaluate the 
morality and avoidance of violence. 

We are in agreement that we live in a world that is 
“fallen” – where individuals and nations are motivated by 
competition, greed, domination or other qualities that contrast 
with the justice and compassion our Creator calls us to 
embody. Mr. Ehlers seems to agree that our wars in Vietnam, 
Korea, Afghanistan and Iraq were “unnecessary or wrong” 
but wants to hang on to the rightness and necessity of World 
War II.

I wish he had been present to hear Howard Zinn, the 
justice-minded historian and World War II veteran, dissect 

and demystify the three “holy wars” that most Americans 
defend (the Revolutionary War, the Civil War and World 
War II) in a talk he gave at Macalester College in St. Paul, 
Minnesota, during Holy Week this year. Zinn’s contention 
was that, while the initial cause was good, the means and the 
end results were not justifi able. [For more about this talk, see 
Clemens’ blog at www.mennonista.blogspot.com.] 

Mr. Ehlers complains that I wrote “as if only the United 
States constitutes an empire or a domination system,” and he 
might be surprised that I fully agree with him that “others are 
running their own domination systems.” Where we differ is 
in how we are to respond to any empire. It is my contention 
that the way of Jesus, to paraphrase the Apostle Paul, is “to 
overcome evil with good.” Responding to violence and 
injustice with violence only increases the spiral of violence. 
But I quickly note that our response should be not passive 
but rather active, engaged nonviolence, as Dorothy Day, 
Mohandas Gandhi and Martin Luther King Jr. modeled for 
us. 

I am primarily responsible for what is done in my 
own name (and with my taxes). It was the retired warrior-
President Dwight Eisenhower who reminded us that “every 
gun that is made … signifi es, in the fi nal sense, a theft from 
those who hunger and are not fed.” The U.S. military budget 
now is greater than the military budgets of the rest of the 
world combined. With U.S. military bases or troops in more 
than 700 locations outside our borders, it is much more likely 
that they will be attacked rather than my family or myself. 

If there ever was a case for justifi able self-defense, 
it was in Gethsemane, when John’s Gospel reports that 
“soldiers and police” came to arrest Jesus. Peter thinks this is 
the time for justifi able violence. Jesus says to him and to us, 
“Put away your sword.”

Short of insisting that all of us follow the principled 
nonviolence of Jesus (only those who choose the name 
“Christian” should be required to), can we at least agree 
on the following: No people under the age of 21 will be 
recruited or allowed into the military; military force will be 
used only for purely defensive purposes; there must be clear, 
compelling evidence that military action is the last resort, 
rather than our present posturing that proclaims “all options 
are on the table”; all weapons systems designed with “fi rst-
strike” capability (such as the Trident submarine) must be 
immediately dismantled; and indiscriminate weapons that 
kill more civilians than soldiers, such as cluster bombs and 
land mines, will be removed from the U.S. arsenal? Can we 
at least start there?

Mr. Ehlers’ conclusion is correct: “Where do we draw 
the line? When do we draw the line? And how do we draw 
the line? These are the questions we must ask.” For me, my 
answers must coincide with the faith I claim to live by. If 
Jesus is to be our model, yes, some will die – but we will not 
kill. Jesus “supported” us when his nonviolent resistance led 
to his death … but also to his resurrection.  

Response to “Why I Don’t ‘Support the Troops’ ”

Brian Kavanagh
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From 11 a.m. until 2 p.m. Wednesday and Thursday, our attention is focused on serving the soup kitchen and household lunch. As much as we appreciate 
your coming, this is a diffi cult time for us to receive donations. When you can come before 11 a.m. or after 2 p.m., it would be helpful.  THANK YOU!

Open Door Community Ministries

Needs of the Community

Join Us  for Worship! Clarifi cation Meetings 
at the Open Door

We meet for clarifi cation 
on selected Tuesday evenings 

from 7:30 - 9 p.m.

Plan to join us for 
discussion and refl ection!

Medical Needs List

ibuprofen  
lubriderm lotion

cough drops 
non-drowsy allergy tablets

cough medicine (alcohol free)

epsom salt
anti-bacterial soap

shoe inserts
corn removal pads

exfoliation cream (e.g., apricot scrub)
pumice stones

foot spa
cuticle clippers

latex gloves
 nail fi les (large)

toenail clippers (large)
medicated foot powder

 antifungal cream  (Tolfanate)                               

We are also looking for 
volunteers to help staff 

our Foot Care Clinic 
on Wednesday evenings 

from 6:45 - 9 p.m.!

For the latest information and 
scheduled topics, please call 

404.874.9652 
or visit 

www.opendoorcommunity.org. 

We gather for worship and Eucharist at 5 p.m. each Sunday, followed by supper together.  
If you are considering bringing a group please contact us at 770.246.7628. 

Please visit www.opendoorcommunity.org or call us for the most up-to-date worship schedule. 

Our Hospitality Ministries also include visitation and letter   
 writing to prisoners in Georgia, anti-death penalty   
 advocacy, advocacy for the homeless, daily worship,   
 weekly Eucharist, and Foot Washing. 

Breakfast: Monday and Tuesday, 7 – 8 a.m.
Women’s Showers: Wednesday, 8 a.m.
Soup Kitchen: Wednesday, 10:45 a.m. – 12 noon.
Harriet Tubman Medical and Foot Care Clinic: 
 Wednesday, 7 p.m.
Men’s Showers & Bag Lunch: Thursday, 8 – 11:30 a.m.
Use of Phone: Monday and Tuesday, 6:45 a.m. – 8:15 a.m. 
 Wednesday and Thursday, 9 a.m. – 12 noon.
Retreats: Four times each year for our household, 
 volunteers and supporters.
Prison Ministry: Monthly trip to prisons in Hardwick,    
 Georgia, in partnership with First Presbyterian Church   
 of Milledgeville; monthly Jackson (Death Row) Trip; 
 pastoral visits in various jails and prisons. 

Foot Care Clinic

Living Needs
❏ jeans 
❏ work shirts
❏ belts (34” & up)
❏ men’s underwear
❏ socks
❏ reading glasses
❏ walking shoes 
   (especially 9 ½ and up)
❏ T-shirts 
   (L, XL, XXL, XXXL)
❏ baseball caps
❏ MARTA cards
❏ postage stamps
❏ trash bags 
   (30 gallon, .85 mil)

Personal Needs
❏ shampoo (all sizes)
❏ lotion (all sizes)
❏ toothpaste (all sizes)
❏ combs & picks
❏ hair brushes
❏ lip balm
❏ soap
❏ multi-vitamins
❏ disposable razors
❏ deodorant
❏ vaseline
❏ shower powder
❏ Q-tips
❏ used prescription          
    containers for lotions

Daniel Nichols

Harriet Tubman 
Medical Clinic 

We are open…
Sunday: We invite you to join us for our Peace Vigil from   
 11:55 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. and for Worship at 5 p.m.  
 with a delicious supper following worship. We are open  
 from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. for donations.
Monday through Thursday: We answer telephones from 9 a.m.  
 until 12 noon and from 2 until 6 p.m. We gratefully accept  
 donations from 9 until 11 a.m. and 2 until 8:30 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday: We are closed. We are not able to offer  
 hospitality or accept donations on these days.

Food Needs
❏ fresh fruits &     
    vegetables
❏ turkeys/chickens
❏ hams
❏ sandwiches:
    meat & cheese
    on whole wheat
    bread

Special Needs
❏ backpacks
❏ 2 adult bicycles
❏ single bed 
    box spring &            
    mattress

Chad Hyatt

May   3  Worship at 910
    Eduard Loring  preaching
May10  Worship at 910
    Suzanne & Joseph Hobby-Shippen
May 17  Worship at 910
    Murphy Davis  preaching
May 24  Worship at 910
    Nelia Kimbrough  preaching
May 31  No Worship at 910
    Retreat at Dayspring Farm

May 2009

June 7  Worship at 910
    Anthony Granberry  preaching
    The Spiritual Journey of Addiction & Recovery,  Part 3
June 14  Worship at 910
    Eucharist Service
    Music by Yes Virginia!
June 21   Worship at 910
    Eucharist Service
June 28  Worship at 910
    Eucharist Service

Amanda Petersen
The Vagrant Christ at Maundy 

Thursday Eucharist.


